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Jordan, Syria sign co-operation agreements # 

lladran, Zoubi warn against Jewish emigration 


AMMAN (Suit) - Syrian Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Zoubi, left 
Amman Tuesday after leading 
Syria’s delegation to the meet¬ 
ings of the Joint Jordanian .Syri¬ 
an Higher Committee which lie 
co chaired with Prime Minister 
Minlar B:u Iran. 

Talking to reporters at the air- 
[sjrl prior to his departure, Mr 
'/ouhi expressed satisfaction 
with the outcome of the lwo-day 
meetings, saying that the Joint 
Committee has adopted a num- 
Iwi of decisions which would 
strengthen and promote- the ex¬ 
isting co-operation between die 
two countries. 

Hie committee- said in a state¬ 
ment which it issued at the end 
of the meetings that the two 
sidis had signed agreements Tor 
cn operation in the economic, 
node, transport, expertise ex¬ 
change and agricultural fields. 

Mr Ziiuhi welcomed efforts 
towards convening ;ui Arab 
summit that would address any 
issues of concern to the Arab 
world whether economic, or a 
political. 

Responding to a question 
about reconciliation efforts be¬ 
tween Syria and die Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PL.O), 
Mr Zoubi said Syria welcomes 
any PLO delegation m visit it. 
He said the Palestinian cause is 
an Arab cause, in die first place, 
and any efforts tow mils solving 
die Palestinian problem should 
fall within the framework of 
joiiu Arab action. 

He said that current PLO nego¬ 
tiations with other parties will 
not Iv fruitful. "The position of 
the Israeli enemy and its state- 
menLs about its intention to ex¬ 
pand coniradicL any real desire 
that Israel say it might have for 
achieving peace. Palestinian con¬ 


tacts with oilier parlies will not 
lead to tangible results," he said. 

Prime Minister Uudran said 
Jordan still calls for convening 
an International peace confer¬ 
ence on llie Middle East to be 
attended by all parties to the con¬ 
flict and the five |>eniiancnt 
meinlxrs of die Security Coun¬ 
cil. 

He said Jordan has continued 
its consultations with all Arab 
countries for achieving Arab sol¬ 
idarity and agreeing on a joint 
Arab action in the- lace of current 
challenges confronting the Arab 
Nation. He said Jordan made 
contacLs on this subject with Syr¬ 
ia, Egypt and Iraq and will con¬ 
tinue these eonsiillations in the 
future. 

Mr Zoubi called for a unified 
Arab stand against the Soviet 
Jews emigration to Palestine say¬ 
ing that Arah countries should 
apply all kinds of pressure to 
end emigration from any country 
to Palestine. 

He dcscrilxnl as positive the 
recent Soviet statements on the 
issue and said dial the Soviet 
Union warned against political 
exploitation of Soviet Jews emi¬ 
grants by Israel. 

Prime- Minister Hadron told 
reixrricrs that the Soviet Jews 
emigration to Palestine obstructs 
any efforts for achieving peace 
in the Middle East. He said the 
influx of more Jews to Palestine 
would result in expelling more 
Palestinians from their lands be¬ 
cause the new immigrants would 
settle in their homes. 

Mr Bad ran said that even 
though the negative consequenc¬ 
es of Soviet Jews emigration to 
Palestine would affect Jordan the 
most, the issue should be dealt 
with at a national level and 
through the United Nations. 



Badran and Zoubi sign the minutes of the meetings of the 
Joint Jordanian Syrian Higher Committee 


Syrian Interior Minister to visit Amman 
to discus border problems, detainees 


Amman (Slar)--Thc Syrian Minister of 
Interior is due in Amman this month on 
an official visit at the invitation of Mr Sa¬ 
lim Masada’, the Deputy Premier and 
Minister of Interior. 

Trie two ministers will discuss how to 
facilitate travel procedures for citizen's of 
both countries' across their borders, detai¬ 
nees from each country in the other and 
the adoption of joint measures to combat 



smuggling. 

Ihc Syrian Minister's visit comes after a hlohammed Ghabash 
visit by Syrian Prime Minister Mr Mah¬ 
moud Al Zoubi to Jordan during which he co-chaired the meetings of 
the Joint Jordanian-Syrian Higher Committee. 



Focus on 
Parliament 


By 

Ahmad Al Husbnn 


• All signs indicate that the 14-inc-mbcr Democratic bloc 
has been dismantled. Contacts are underway to set up new 
grouping that would include deputies Salim Al-Zubi, Husse¬ 
in Mjali and Dr Hussein Al-Shiyyab who arc members of the 
Democratic bloc. It is said lhaL deputy Zoukan Al-Hindawi 
will be joining the new grouping. 


• During Sunday's session of the House which lasted until I 
am, some deputies and ministers felt tired and succunitxxl in 
sleep. 

Deputy Leith Shbeilat borrowed a camera from one of the 
photojouranlisis and took snaps of the deputies who were a 
sleep. 

Shbcilat's behaviour seemed repulsive to Speaker Arar who 
sent him a note asking him to stop taking pictures. 


• The call by the head of the Public Liberties and Citizen's 
Rights committee to prevent journalists from attending the 
nalkts 1 ' 61118 sess * 0ns d* slur bcd many deputies and all jour- 


^ ^ such a call would come from the head 
of the Public Liberties committee! 


• The General Secretariat of the Parliament discovered >. 
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• 1 he Jordanian n». 
ernment sent ur £ 
messages to Arab conn, 
tries in which it stressed W 
the need fur a unified f 
Arab position against 
the Soviet Jewish emi. 
{trillion and the dangers 
It puses to peace in tbt 
region. 


© T he Star has learnt! 
Inal Syrian-Palestinian j 

IllcotillL'K wpi-o }»u •- 


meetings were held a 
Amman during theSyrt 
bolster's visit 


an Prime Minister's tbit 
to .Iordan. 

Sources said a meeting 
was held between tht! 
Ambassador of Palestine I 
to Jordan Al-Tayyeb Ah: 
dul Rahim Mahmoud ‘ 
and the Syrian Foreip ’■ 
Minister Farouk AL 
Sliar'n. They said Hu' 
outcome of the meetings' 
was promising. As a «■ 
suit, an improvement Is , 
expected in Syrian- - 
Palestinian relations and 
a meeting could be btU > 
in (he next few weeks be¬ 
tween Syrian President' 
II a fez Al-Assad and ikt, 
Palestinian President jc 
Vasscr Arafat, 


• The Syrian Foreign ■ 
Minister Farouk Al- 
S liar'a has called font 
urgent meeting by offi¬ 
cials from Iraq, Syria 
ami T urkey to discuss 
the stoppage of the Ho* 
of Puplirates waters ts 
Syria and Iraq and ibi 
damage caused by that 
action. 

T he Star tins learnt that 
Jordan will play a roleli 
arranging the meeting 
and will contact Iraq w 
forming a delegation. 


.• T he Canadian Eb- : 
Imssy in Amman hast*-, 
nied news that a numbfi. 
of Canadian experts 1 
working on the 
Dam were expelled t| 
the Jordanian Govfff 
iiu-iil for not compel 
with the technical sJJ£ 
dards of the projed.1; t 
ii-ws item appeared • 


in- 


ippeureoej 
the January 18 is u[cJ 
Hie Star. . ■ u 
In a letter which il^ 


to the paper, the *5 

d that {, noCa«“ 


sy said - 
mis have been 

by Hie (Jordanton) Gw 

ern men! for this or W 
other person, 
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On the achievements of the 
Council during the first year 
since its establishment, Dr Nam- 
mcr said the ACC devoted Uie 
first year to building its infra¬ 
structure, and to finding a com¬ 
mon ground of thought among 
the officials in the Four coun¬ 
tries. 

" Even though the charter of 
the council stipulates that deci¬ 
sions will be taken by a vote of 
majority, we wanted all deci¬ 
sions to be adopted unanimous¬ 
ly, he said. 

Acknowledging tliat no tangi¬ 
ble achievements have been Mt 

in of the four coun- 

“ 1 ® s » Dr Nammer said it was 
only natural that years pass be- 
2® council makes any 
achievements that would reflect 
on the daily lives of the people. 
«,£ c 2 nomic complementarity, 
"5** Uie council aims w 
«cmeve among its member states 
uT^otj,solve Uie economic prob- 

„1°‘ these countries, he said.; 
n.,kii 5°hditions for haying the 
jL?“ c feel any progress;in -the 
J^onomjc situation are non exist' 
S5J .hhy of.lhe meniber states 
S e ACC," hp said, acjdihg that 
^ch country has to work 
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AMMAN (Suit) - The recent de¬ 
velopments in Israeli-Soviet re¬ 
lations and the large influx of 
Soviet Jews to Israel and the oc¬ 
cupied Arab territories will fig¬ 
ure prominently on the agenda 
of the Arab Co-operation Coun¬ 
cil (ACC) summit which will be 
held in Amman this month, ac¬ 
cording to the ACC General Sec¬ 
retary Dr Hilmi Nainmer. 

In an interview wiUi the Star, 
Dr Nammer said that die ACC 
summit will also hold intensive 
talks on the means of hammer¬ 
ing out unified policies to deal 
with- new situations in Eastern 
Europe, and the impact on the 
region of a unified Western Eu¬ 
rope, which will emerge as a 
new superpower in 1992. 

The summit will also discuss 
the situation in Lebanon, Uie 
peace process in the Arab Gulf 
m light of Uie new peace initia¬ 
tive proposed by Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussain, and the rap¬ 
prochement between Syria and 
Egypt, according to Dr Nammer. 
"We are facing a number of chal¬ 
lenges that require the ACC 
leaders to unify their positions 
and co-ordinate their political 
stands, 11 he said. 

On the effects of the improve¬ 
ment in relations between Egypt 
and Syria on the ACC with view 
to the tense relations between 
Syria and Iraq, Nammer said, 
”we realise that relations be¬ 
tween Syria and Iraq are sour, 
but the ACC docs not interfere 
in the internal affairs of its mem¬ 
ber states." He said it would be 
hard for Egypt to try to reconcile 
Ihc two countries, adding that it 
would take long time before Syr- 
ian-Iraqi relations were im¬ 
proved. 

Asked about the ACC's posi- 
lion on the proposed unity be¬ 
tween the two Yemens, Dr Nam¬ 
mer said Uie ACC welcomes any 
efforts towards unity among any 
Arab slates, but Uie question of 
accepting South Yemen in Uie 
ACC "is a different issue.” 

"If Uie unity takes the form of 
a complete merger, the ACC will 
not object to having South 
Yemen as a member. But if it 
takes other forms then Uie issue 
will be a legal one and it will 
nave to be discussed by Uie 
council," he said. 


vidually towards providing such 
conditions. 

Dr Nammer said Uiat the coun¬ 
cil has signed 30 agreements for 
economic and trade co¬ 
operation, but, he added, these 
agreements cannot be looked at 
as real achievements. 

. "They are rather serious efforts 
aimed at building strong bases 
from which we can move to¬ 
wards having tangible achieve¬ 
ments," he said. 

Dr Nammer said that even 
though the council was basically 
set up to "achieve the largest ex¬ 
tent of solidarity and co¬ 
ordination towards achieving ec¬ 
onomic complementarity;' it did 
not overlook the importance of 
achieving complete economic 
and political unity. 

The reason for which the 
Council promoted the idea of 
achieving closer economic co¬ 
operation is that Uie leaders of 
Uie four countries compromising 
the ACC wanted to take a new 


approach that directly relates to 
their immediate needs and prob¬ 
lems. "Economic problems," he 
said, "constitute the major chal¬ 
lenge that face- die ACC coun¬ 
tries." 

Attempts towards Arab unity 
in die past followed political ap¬ 
proaches that neglected immedi¬ 
ate needs of the people but re¬ 
sponded to their political 
aspirations. "This is one of the 
major reasons why they failed," 
he said. 

"The ACC aims at achieving 
economic complementarity, but 
we definitely feel that any eco¬ 
nomic power is a political pow¬ 
er," he explained. 

Asked about the role the pri¬ 
vate sector in the ACC countries 
can play in the process. Dr 
Nammer said the private sector 
docs not have to be involved in 
drafting the agreement but will 
have a role in executing them. 

On the subject of co-ordinating 
among the three existing Arab 


groupings, Dr Nani- " 
mcr said that a deci¬ 
sion lias been taken 

by the Arab League I 

to create a commit- I 

tee consisting of the I 

general secretaries 
of three groupings 
in addition to the 
general secretary of 

the Arab league. ^ 

He said the cxis- 
tencc of various 

Arab groups docs Y JplliJl 
not threaten the / ’ Jw 
Arab League as A Jr 

long as non of them H 

adopt different po- \ ^Kjl|y£ 

lilical strategics. j|^ 

The only thing W -Gk 

that could jeopar- f 

disc Uie Arab LZ_ iJKIffHBfll 

League is Uie crea¬ 
tion by any of the Dr. Hilmi Nammer 




groupings of admin¬ 
istrative bodies similar to (hose 
off the Arab League. Such a 


step, he said, would eliminate 
the need for the League. 
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Marwan Al Qasem: The Arab Order is at stake 


Q\ His M^csiy King Hussein p or th e head ofJordan's diplomatic body, Foreign Minister Mr 

Marwan Al Qasem , the current exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel 
viet jews to isnwi and the occu- n J *t ie occupied territories is the most serious development in 

How scnoua “ the Arab-hraeli conflict The streams of Jewish emigrants, esti- 
^ mated to be around 50,000 this year alone threatens not only the 
exodus of Jewish emigrants to Palestinian inhabitants of the West Bank and Gaza with dis- 

placement, but also other parties to the conflict In an interview 
SVJSWJSM with The star Chief Editor Osama El-Sherif, MrAl Qasemem- 
what later on became the state of phasised the need to educate all Arabs on the seriousness of this 

: new element to the Arab-hraeli conflict In his view the Arab 

the possibility of geiiing out of Order is the final target of this onslaught 


exodus of Jewish emigrants U> 

Palestine even before the incep¬ 
tion of the state of Israel, when 
waves of emigration in the 30s 
and 40s made the backbone of 
what later on became the state of 
Israel. When you have over a 
million of Soviet Jews looking at 
the possibility of gelling out of 
the Soviet Union and rinding 
oilier doors closed in their faces, 

it means that Israel would be the- . . „ 

place that they would go to as an has to be looked at in a 

alternative. more serious manner, u is 

TTie Israelis would definitely f 11 J 8 * 110 ,hnl ^ fS- 
wont to see o new input In their l( *|kcd 
own society. We have a young y^J 1 n * 

society and in make a balance J® 0 * 8 on W * K,I ° Aral) 
the Israeli society is to conlinu- Order, 
ously depend on the Influx of _ _ . . . r P . . , 

world Jewry into the slate of Is- Q : S° d Is not n far-fetched 

reel. A continuation of this mas- scenario to sec, one day, 
sive exodus must be attended to thousands of Palestinians 
or looked at in a more serious actually expelled to 

manner by those who are con- Jordan? 
corned ubout peace and security 4: Some previous statistics 
in this part of the world, namely ® ctv J*®lL x 

the five permanent memljcrs of ^4 ov ^ r ^^.000 Pal- 

thc Security Council.ihis cstinians have left the 

means that die area is heading to y csl ^ Rn ' c _ u'rough Jor- 
a very unpredictable danger that d 3 * 1 * nM,sl . m J*d not 
might engulf the whole region ”-} um to oomes. 

and its effects could spread to There arc 27^000 people 
areas beyond the region. ou l pf the 45,000 who still 

The American immigration ^f 3 * 11 re-entry per- 
laws has pul a quota on certain m,Ls L within a specified 
categories, a Soviet Jew who has numbcr °J Wc cn ; 
no relations in the United Suites, courage ihcm very' much 
cannot enter the United Slates. 10 p 10 **- u , sc , ^ ,s rtght 

And if there is a beginning of a 30(5 go back because this is 

rise in ami-Scmitism taking h pw they can strengthen 

place in Eastern Europe and ihc f* 1 ^ intifada and resist the 

Soviet Union then those people influx of Jewish immi- 

(the emigrants) will end up in Is- £ ranls ' 
racl. And Israel would like to 

use them lo consolidate its hold on . se ® ms dial there are two 
the occupied territories, in the parties dial Jordan should ad- 
Wcst Bank and in Gaza and pos- dress regarding this^ issue. The 

sibiy in the future in other occu- ^ | s to® Soviet Union and scc- 

pied territories like the Golan on ^ * s toe What are you 

Heights or South Lebanon. So doing about that? 
the problem has a dimension that l.toink t^kes more than two 
goes beyond Palestinian or Jor- parties lo address. Wc, as a gov- 
danian... its a pan-Arab national eminent have already sum- 



goes beyond Palestinian or Jor¬ 
danian... its a pan-Arab national 
challenge that nas to be met in a 
mpst cohesive and unified Arab 
position, because it is basically 
the Arab Order and the Arab 
world's security that is at slake. 

Q: What are the immediate im¬ 
plications of this threat? 

A: When you see Mr Shamir in 
his statements saying that we 
need the West Bank and Gaza to 
absorb the new comers, this im¬ 
mediately means that the Israelis 
ore in no way serious about 
reaching the pekeTul settlement 
that the whole world has been 
working* diligently to arrive at. 
The basic formula of land for 
peace wilt become a hollow for¬ 
mula and not on implementablc 
one because the Israelis will 
have tnken the land and consoli¬ 
dated themselves in Arab lands 
at the expense of Arab people’s 
rights, mainly Uie Palestinian 
rights. 

This means if there has to be 
ah acceptance of such massive 
waves of Jewish emigrants into 
Israel, it Is going to bo at the ex¬ 
pense of indigenous Palestinians 
who liftve been living on their 
own soil for hundreds of years. 
*h<re will be a vacuum to make 
nxmt tor incoming (immigrants). 
,T)us a why its a problem that 
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moned (the envoys of) the five 
permanent members of the Se¬ 
curity Council and have indicat¬ 
ed to them what this emigration 
to Israel means for the region as 
a whole. We have already told 
the Soviet Union that maybe 
they should give their Jewish cit¬ 
izens the right to go through Eu¬ 
rope and not be hauler! from 
Moscow to Tel Aviv or from 
Moscow lo Nicosia and then 
hauled to Tel Aviv. Let there be 
chance for Soviet Jews and Eu¬ 
ropean Jews to have alternatives 
than being pocked and sent non¬ 
stop to Israel. Wo told them that 
this a sign of concern regarding 
the peace process which many 
of them (members of the Securi¬ 
ty Council) ndvocatc and this is 
a time that we think is a testing 
ground for their seriousness. 

.This is a collective responsi- 


been obstructing the chances of 
peace. Israel is attempting to 
complicate and infest the atmos¬ 
phere and that will only produce 
instability for the region as a 
whole. 

Q: Are you taking this issue to 
the Arab foreign ministers meet¬ 
ing which will be held soon? 

A: We are going to take this is¬ 
sue to the meeting. Jordan is a 
member of the Committee of 
Eight, which is a ministerial 
committee concerned with the 
support of the intifada. This (the 
meeting) will be an occasion for 
Jordan to bring this issue to the 
attention of the members and it 
will be an occasion to underline 
the importance of what is going 
on at this time. I don't think we 


"Jordan cannot 
speak on behalf 
of the PLO or 
the Palestinian 
people , nor 
would any other 
Arab country do 
that and this is 
why the embryo 
of the conflict is 
the Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict 
which became 
the Arab-Israeli 
conflict." 


held) in Amman we will be in a 
better position to assess the 
needed measures. Wc have to en¬ 
courage people in the occupied 
territories to be more convinced 
and more strengthened in their 
steadfastness against whatever 
means they will be subjected to 
in order to evict them from the 
territories. This is the major bat¬ 
tleground in testing the will of 
the Palestinians in their resis¬ 
tance to overcome this new polit¬ 
ical onslaught. 


chance for peace in the region 
then you would have to tackle 
the focal point of the conflict. 
The bold moves that have been 
taken by the PLO and the PNC 
during die last two years are im¬ 
portant strategic moves taken by 
Palestinians in their quest for 
peace. 

Q: But these moves do not seem 
to have brought the Palestinians 
anything.... 

A: The struggle of the Palestini¬ 
ans to regain their rights has tak¬ 
en decades and I think the peace 
process is starting now and the 
effect of the Palestinian deci¬ 
sions of the last two years is 
making its mark in Israeli and 
American societies. The most 
important thing that should be 
realised especially by the Israelis 
is that no one is going to talk on 
behalf of anyone; everyone is 
going to talk for himself. 

The Palestinians have already 
chosen their leadership. This 
leadership has announced time 
and again its willingness to ar¬ 
rive at peace through negotia¬ 
tions under the auspices of the 
international conference to im¬ 
plement the basic rules that were 
imposed on the parties to the 
conflict by the Security Council. 
Those principles stem from the 
Charter of the United Nations. 
So the Arab party is abiding by 
the law.. 

Q: Everybody is doubling the 
sincerity of the Israelis, but whaL 
about the sincerity of the Ameri¬ 
cans. The Bush Administration 
is particular? 

A: I really cannot say that I am 
doubling the American position. 

1 am saying that the Americans 
arc showing interest and they 
would like to see the promotion 
of the peace process. But there 
arc so many other items that one 
has to look at and examine. For 
example, the emigration of So¬ 
viet Jews to Israel. This has 
been, since the seventies, a con¬ 
tinuous American demand in 
tiicir dialogue with the Soviet 
Union; to let Soviet Jews hnvc 
the freedom of leaving. Later on 
wc sec tliat the UniLcd States 
puls a quota where by less than 
30 or 40 thousand people can 
enter the United Slates, so the 
rest will end up in Israel. This is. 
going to be an added element 
that will complicate the peace 
process. 


support of the intifada. This (the Q\ Turning to a related subject, it rest will end up in Israel. This is 
meeting) will be an occasion for seems that the peace process has going to be an added element 
Jordan to bring this issue to the stalled, what do you think of the that will complicate the peace 
attention of the members and it American attempts to bring the process, 
will be an occasion to underline foreign ministers of Israel, Egypt 

the importance of what is going and the US to Washington and O'. In an interview with The Star, 
on at this time. I don't think we how does Jordan view tne peace former US Ambassador James 
have faced a more serious matter process now? Aikcns said that the new slogan 

since the 1930s. If we are talking A: Our position has been and being promoted by Jewish lob- 
about numbers that are already will continue to be to support the bies in America is "The Arabs 
pounng into Israel and via Israel PLO in its quest to arrive at are the enemy." The Israelis fear 
* nto oaupied territories as peace with Israel through direct that their presence in the area 


O'. In an interview with The Star, 
former US Ambassador James 
Aikcns said that the new slogan 


into the occupied territories as 
has been declared by Shamir, 
than we are looking at an aver¬ 
age of 1000 to 1300 immigrants 
arriving to Israel weekly. So it is 
not something that is going to 
happen, it is something that is al¬ 
ready happening. The Israelis 
have always been masters in Uy- 


bility for the Security Council, 10 crcale 3 de facto situation, 
the five permanent members and ,. . are , 10 educate ourselves 
for those who arc mainlviesDon- wlUun the Arab world because 


the five permanent members and 
for those who are mainly respon¬ 
sible for peace and security in 
the world. We have already indi¬ 
cated time and again that the 
Arab position has been a clear- 
cut position to arrive al a politi¬ 
cs! settlement based on the bind¬ 
ing resolutions 242 and 338 of 
too Security Council and so far 
Israel is the country that had 


the danger does not concern the 
Palestinians or Jordan only but 
goes way beyond. 

fi: WllJ this topic feature also in 
the ACC summit to bo held in 


negotiations and on the basis that 
have been spelled out by the 
PNC in 1988 and later on m the 
speech that was delivered by 
President Arafat in Geneva and 
the clarifications that he made in 
Stockholm. We believe that the 
PLO is the party that can address 
the Israeli-Palestinian dimension 
(of the conflict) within the wider 
scope of a comprehensive settle¬ 
ment 

Jordan, cannot speak on behalf 
of the PLO or die Palestinian 
PCoplt. nor would any . Other 
Arab country do that and (his ii 
why the embryo pf pie conflict is 


that their presence in the area • 
could be threatened after the i 
changes in Eastern Europe ana 
that (his is a job for Arab diplo-; • 
macy to counter... do you agree; ; 
with him? 

A: I think with the developments, j 

of recent months many countries. ■ 
and states will be re-assessing 
their relationships. A country^ 
like Israel which has been JOTa 
to manipulate a position Tof; 1 ™ 
self since the fall of the- Shah yv;, 
Iran, which gave it the chanCp io. , 
sell itself as pail of the American^ 
global strategy facing Uie 
union. Now with tne deyawgj.? 
merits in Eastern Eufbpe W.%* 




t 




House resumes meetings on Saturday 

Budget expected to pass with large 


AMMAN (Star) - The Lower 
House of Parliament will con¬ 
vene on Saturday to resume its 
debate on the draft budget for 
1990. The House had earlier on 
Sunday adjourned its meetings 
after a two-day session during 
which 53 deputies look the floor 
lo present their views on die bud¬ 
get. The session was adjourned 
due to the visit of Syrian prime 
minister to the Kingdom. 

Seven more deputies will 
speak on Saturday's session and 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
will give his reply lo the depu¬ 
ties' demands and observations 
before the draft budget is put lo 
vote. 

Most of the deputies who 
spoke on Iasi Saturday's and Sun¬ 
day's sessions endorsed the bud¬ 
get and observers believe that the 
JD 1.05 billion budget will pass 
with an overwhelming majority. 

Observers at the House noted 
that many deputies used the ses¬ 
sion to address their constituen¬ 
cies and repeated their electoral 
platforms. 

Many deputies also contradict¬ 
ed themselves by demanding ma¬ 
jor reductions in expenditure 
and asking the government to sol 
up projects that would cost mil¬ 
lions of dinars. 

Their demands ranged from 
building an aiiport in the soiuh- 
cm Jordanian city of Ma'an to 
setting up huge industrial pro¬ 
jects in various pans of the King¬ 
dom. 

Tile proposed cut in the univer¬ 
sities' allocations in the budget 
by the House Finance Committee 
was rejected, by many deputies 
who argued that Jordan should 
provide its citizens with a decent 
education. 

They also opposed the suggest¬ 
ed reductions in the Public Sc- 



Deputy 
Abdullah Al - 
Akailah 
reads the 
report of the 
Finance 
Committee 
which 
proposed a 
JD 15 
million cut 
in the drift 
budget. 




Above: Some deputies 
succumb to sleep during 
Sunday's session which 
lasted till 1 am. 

Right :The cabinet listens 
to the deputies’reniarks. 

uuriiy Dcparunent (PSD) on the 
basis dial die department cannot 
properly fulfil its responsibilities 
of ensuring die security and sta¬ 
bility of the country if it suffers 
cuts in its funds. 

There was almost a consensus 
among deputies for the need for 


strengthening die Jordanian 
Armed Forces and supplying it 
with necessary arms that would 
enable iL to defend the country 
against any aggression. 

Deputies also called on the 
government to ensure food secur¬ 
ity and to see to it that needy citi¬ 


zens benefit from food subsidies. 
Many of the deputies stressed tiic 
need for giving more attention to 
the agricultural sector so that the 
country can achieve self-reliance 
in its basic food needs. 

Many deputies demanded that 
the government refrain from in- 


majority 

traducing supplements to the 
budget before getting the ap¬ 
proval of the House. They called 
on the House to reject any bud¬ 
get supplement that is made 
without its prior endorsement. 

Some deputies demanded the 
merger of certain governmental 
institutions, and the abolishment 
of others. They also requested 
that the- budget of certain fin un¬ 
ci ally-independent government 
agencies be subjected to (he 
House supervision, and be in¬ 
cluded in future budgets. 

Many deputies lashed at bud¬ 
get allocations lor ihc Foreign 
Ministry, demanding that the 
government merge embassies in 
"unimportant" stales with those 
of other Arab countries in order 
to reduce expenditure. 

Deputies raised their concern 
over the increasingly growing 
rate of unemployment ami price 
hikes and requested the govern¬ 
ment to set up large industrial 
projects that would provide work 
opportunities. 

The Kingdom's agreement 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and its economic re¬ 
adjustment programme came un¬ 
der severe criticism from a num¬ 
ber of deputies who demanded 
that the govcrun icnl reveal Ihe 
full text of the agreement with 
the IMF. 

r.slamisl deputies argued Hint 
the solution to the cnunlry's eco¬ 
nomic problem lies in applying 
mi economic programme based 
on Islamic principles. 

Other deputies called for ihc 
convening of a national confer¬ 
ence that would address the eco¬ 
nomic situation in detail and 
conic up with a comprehensive 
economic restructuring pro¬ 
gramme in which all citizens can 
participate. 



Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein 
and on the 

Occasion of the 12th Meeting of the Executive Board of the Arab 
Academy of Music and the 1 st Arab Music Rostrum. 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation organises 
the following concerts: 


Date 

Concerl 

Place 

Saturday 

3/2/1990 

THE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
of the Jordanian Armed Forces 

Royal Cultural Centre 

Sunday 

4/2/1990 

FUHE1S GROUP 
for Revival of Heritage 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Monday 

5/2/1990 

French Oud Player MARK LOOPUYT 
(in cooperation with the French Cultural 
Centre) 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Tuesday 

6/2/1990 

THEARABNAGHAM 

ORCHESTRA 

(In cooperation with the Association of 
Jorcjanian Musicians) 

Philadelphia Hotel 

Wednesday 

7/2/1990 

Pianist and composer 1 * 

PATRICK LAMA , 

Philadelphia Hotel 

i ! • . . ^ ’ i 

Thursday 

8/2/1990 
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All concerts will st^rt at 8:00 p.m. Tickets for each.CQhcert are for. JD 3 a 
pl$ce. A combination tioket for all six ooncerts is available at JD 14.500,. 
Tfcktts available att The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 669026' , ; * . 

i,- , TheFrtrich Cultural Cetitpe, T^I. 637009 

' ::Philadelphia HotelyTelJ663100 :;,;; ' 

lifts* National Miislc Conservatory, Tel. 687620 
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Jordan takes the lead in cartoon dubbing 


By Ilind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

CARTOON DUBBING requires 
an abundant supply or energy 
and nerves of steel. Producing a 
10-ntinulc-long cartoon, for ex¬ 
ample, takes five hours of hard 
work by the actors and actresses 
. What one hears on the televi¬ 
sion screen arc the voices of ac¬ 
tors and actresses adapted to the 
characters they arc acting. Some¬ 
times an actor or actress has to 
mimic the voices of five charac¬ 
ters. This is a nerve-wracking 
work since each caricature has 
its own pitch and voice tone. 

Wafa Qussous, holder of a 
masters degree in puppetry, hHS 
been dubbing curtoons since 
1981. "We record cartoon series 


in Arabic. First the director gives 
us the script and assigns each ac¬ 
tor or actress his or her part. 
Then, we watch the cartoon on 
die recording studio's television. 
This way each can analyse die 
type of character he or she has to 
act out. So, if, as I am currently 
doing, you have a mean and evil 
character to dub., you have to 
adapt your lone and pitch of 
voice accordingly," she explains. 

The number of the acting cast 
varies according to the number 
of characters in a series. The 
group is sometimes composed 
of up to IS actors and actresses. 

Because cartoons usually in¬ 
volve quick action, an actor or 
actress has to be fully alert. This 
is u very exhausting process 
since rehearsals sometimes start 


GENIRAL MANAGER 

Applicants of Jordanian Nationality are Invited to apply for 
Iho key post of General Manager in the newly establishnd 
"Jordan Venture Projects Corporation Ltd." (a limited 
liability company established in 1989 under the laws ot the 
H.K. of Jordan, with authorised capital of JD 0.9 million). 

Specific Tasks: 

1- Formulates and recommends for Board approval the 
company's investment strategy, policies, procedures 
and documentation. 

2- Within the Board approved Investment policies and 
strategy, responsible for developing specific invest¬ 
ment opportunities and monitoring progress of those 
investments. 

3- Prepared an annual business plan and operating 
budget for Board approval. 

4- Manages the budget, the staff, and the assets of the 
company. 

5- Responsible for overall business development of the 
company including investment origination, services 
diversification, marketing and public relations. 

Qualifications: 

Tbe company will provide risk capital, e.g., equity, quasi 
equity, conditional loans, as well as conventional debt 
financing, to Jordanian firms, mostly private, for technolo¬ 
gy transfer, technology adaptation and development, 
startups and expansions based on process and product 
technology new to Jordan. Foreign partners are envis¬ 
aged with most Investments. With this in mind, the General 
Manager should have the following qualificattons:- 

1- An MBA degree with a concentration in finance or 
marketing with a B.S degree, preferably in engineer¬ 
ing or a physical science. 

2- Several years of provan experience in manufactured 
either in production, marketing, R & D, or manage¬ 
ment. Experience in investment consultancy will also 
be considered. Experience in a foreign private com¬ 
pany is highly desirable. 

3- Fluency in English and Arabic. 

4- Demonsirated ability to work well as a peer with senior 
Kuhons ° r 0WnSr? ° f businesses and financial 

5- Demonstrated analytical and interpersonal skills 

6 ' prS?e'S 0f mo,iva,ion ’ ener W a "d creative thought 
7- Ability to communicate effectively in writing 

SXtt 1 d0n8 bV S6leCti " 9 ' direcli "9 

SX 1 " n800 " able dependin9 on salifications and 

Candidates should submit in confidence a 
comprehensive C.V. quoting ref (JVPJ to:- 

P O. Box (950601) 

Anjman * Jordan. 


It be February 07th, 


at 2:30 jn the 
afternoon and lasl 
lill 12 midnight. 

“Bui the challenge 
is worth it. 1 l is 
highly technical be¬ 
cause you have to 
match your words 
in Arabic to the ^ 

movement of a cari- _ -Asu 

caturc's mouth 
(which usually 
speaks in English). IcC/Jj 
You also experi- 
mcnl with your 
voice and sec how 
many different pitches and varie¬ 
ties you can achieve," says Qu- 
sous. She asserts that just read¬ 
ing the script is not enough; an 
actor has to simultaneously con¬ 
centrate on watching the screen 
und on ncling, employing the 
same pitch for a character nil the 
way through. 

Curiums usually coinc in sc¬ 
ries, some consist of 26 episodes 
with characters re-occurring in 
other sequels. In order to remem¬ 
ber the lone of voice used for a 
certain character,Qusous writes 
out formulas for herself. If the 
character requires a nasal voice, 
then she writes this down along 
with a character study. She also 
marks down what sort of pitch 
she used (whether it came from 
her throat or not). 

Cartoons, in Jordan, are 
bought from all over the world 
and an English translation of the 
script is always provid- 
cdProblems arise when one sen¬ 
tence in Japanese equals three in 
Arabic. In order to match the Ar- 
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abic words to the caricature's 
lips an actress or actor has to im¬ 
provise. 

Most of the acting group dub¬ 
bing at the Arab Tele Media Ser¬ 
vices, arc professional actors and 
actresses and have been dubbing 
since 1981. They arc directed by 
Musa 'Amar, helped by the stu¬ 
dio's sound technician. Both 
monitor the acting from the con¬ 
trol room and hear the Arabic 
version of the cartoon. Mean¬ 
while, the actors wear earphones 
listening to the original language 
while acting. This way, the di¬ 
rector and sound technician can 
monitor the the mouth move¬ 
ments of the actors and actresses 
and correct any mistakes. 

Actor Mohammed Hilmi, who 
has acted in both Egyptian and 
Joidanian movies and plays , has 
been dubbing cartoons for the 
past 10 years in Jordan. Says he, 
a person feels that he is going 
back to his childhood when dub¬ 
bing. I enjoy this type of work 
very much, and I have learnt a 
lot from it." He says that people 
usually underestimate the efforts 
pul into cartoon dubbing assum¬ 
ing it is an easy job. He and his 
colleagues sometimes spend 15 
minutes on one sentence until 
they perfect it. "Our director 


sometimes looses his temper, 
why? Don't ask me," jokes 
Amecn. 

"A person working in this field 
gains experience in more than 
one area: In languagc,in dealing 
with recording equipment, and 
in rhetoric," says Musa Amar, 
who has been directing in Jordan 
for the past 17 years. For him, a 
(lubber has to be eloquent, ex¬ 
tremely patient, and has to have 
strong nerves, and a high level 
of concentration. 

As a child,Amar was deprived 
of a lot of things. All these he 
tries to compensate for through 
cartoons. In all of his produc¬ 
tions there is a distinct message 
which he thinks is very vital. To 
help convey the message, a title 
summarising the plot is given at 
the beginning of each episode. 
Also, a short melody with Ara¬ 
bic lyrics is produced to assist in 
emitting the correct sense. 

Amar says that dubbing in Jor¬ 
dan used to be done by recording 
on magnetic tape - This involved 
a lot of time and money in addi¬ 
tion to the loss of feeling for the 
characters as actors could not ac¬ 
tually sec the action . Amor tries 
to save time by letting the actors 
watch the cartoon on a normal 
television screen in the studio. In 
this manner, the actors can iden¬ 
tity with the characters they are 
dubbing. For him, the ideal situ¬ 
ation would be to have a large 
screen magnifying the carica¬ 
tures' lip movements. 

The studio is already equipped 
with sound absorbers, ply wood 
reflectors, and fiber glass walls. 

Jordan is acquiring a distin¬ 
guished place for dubbing in the 
Middle East. There are three 
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studios dubbing cartoons and the 
demand has increased . Accord¬ 
ingly .production rates have grown 

rapidly. Previously, Lebanon 
was the number one place for 
dubbing. This change is atiribut- 
5? to several reasons, ' Including 
tne devaluation of Hie Jordan di- 
jwr. U is now more; feasible fo f 
Gulf countries fo, produce ! cart 
toons here. In addition to that 
according tp Adnan ’Awamieh/ 

'' . • 
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general manager of the Arab 
Tele Media Services, people do 
not want their children to grow 
up speaking with accents other 
Lhan their own. Unlike die Egyp¬ 
tian or Lebanese dialects,the Jor¬ 
danian dialect is relatively free 
from any accents. 

Yet Jordan is not producing its 
own cartoons. Awamleh disclos¬ 
es that the Arab World cannot 



afford to do this because televi¬ 
sion stations arc government in¬ 
stitutions and "have neither 
proper planning, nor specified 
goals." Also, not all Arabic 
themes or story-lines arc suitable 
to foreign countries. 

Adds Amar, "a local cartoon 
would have to carry a message 
that relates to our traditions and 
values. Abroad, the preference 
is for fast action, and mild hil¬ 
ling and beating.' 1 

The company now attends an¬ 
nual film festivals in Cannes(tlw 
South of France) and Monte Carlq 
where it shops for film rights. 
The company's customers are the 
Arab television stations and iL 
thus tries to find pnxluclions that 
meet their needs. 

For religious reasons these sta¬ 
tions do not show science fic¬ 
tion,wizard and cartoons dealing 
with magic. In order not to 
the market die company is 
forced lo concentrate on classics 
and stories dealing with humani¬ 
tarian issues. 

The price of a cartoon, says 
Awamleh, varies according w 
the quality and the country sell¬ 
ing it . Japan, for instance, pro¬ 
duces cartoons in mass produc¬ 
tion. Bui the price varies 
between $1100 to $1500 per hall 
an hour. And the cost of dubbing 
is almost the same. 

Some countries have eppy 
. right laws where the canopa 
may be used for: seven .to «« 
years only, The nalme.of!.up¬ 
rights depends on the lertflS pi 
the agreement between foacoW?, 
pahy and foe, producers.'ThW ? 
cal market, and foe hbme yidWj 
. according to AwafoKfo abide.-P?.; 

! no copy right laws., £ 

copy ifilms and sell tlhem.to/ 0 ^ ■. 
; stations. "Cbrt^eqiientlyi aW?*; 
\ pirating takes, place via"' 1 
K .not hay© any control: p; 
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The costumes of Intifada 


By Maureen Ali 

Special lo The Star 


Palestinian identity emerges strongly, to the chagrin of some, in the current London 

exhibition of Palestinian costumes. 


LONDON - London has not had 
a show like this since the mem¬ 
orable Nomad and the City exhi¬ 
bition held as part of the- Festival 
of Islam more than 10 years ago. 
The new Palestinian costume- 
exhibition at the Museum of 
Mankind is stunning. What's 
more, it's a timely reminder to 
visitors of the Palestinian identi¬ 
ty- 

The exhibition, which is to 
stay open for a two-year period 
and may travel abroad, is built 
on the museum's own collection 
and pieces borrowed for the oc¬ 
casion. Essentially it seeks lo il¬ 
lustrate how Palestinian cos¬ 
tumes, like all costumes, provide 
important information about die 
development of a people and 
their social and cultural aspira¬ 
tions. 

Most of the exhibits dale from 
the laic 19th up to die mid-20ili 
century, a time when dresses 
were lavishly embroidered to re¬ 
flect the origin and status of die 


tcrials from which costumes 
were made: cotton, wool and lin¬ 
en, produced in local Palestinian 
weaving centres, and the more 
luxurious fabrics such as silk 
once imported from Syria. 

Different samples, such as the 
distinctive range of textiles origi¬ 
nating from the great weaving 
centres inMcjdcl and Gaza, are 
included, alongside colourful 
garments featuring silk, satin 
and brocade, all of which would 
have been imported. 

From here, the exhibition 
moves onto a 'Wedding' section 
featuring dresses and trousseau 
items, ritual garments rich in 
symbolism. Tit is section in¬ 
cludes two figures dressed in 
contrasting outfits; die raLher 
sombre veiled bride riding to her 
wedding, and the more llainboy- 
ant, newly married woman on 
her way to the well. 

Included in diis section are a 
scries of stunning, silver head¬ 
dresses, wont after marriage. 
These comprise dozens of small 
silver coins stitched onto an em¬ 
broidered cap and interwoven 



A1930 women *s jacket-velvet with cord couching 


a young boy during this impor¬ 
tant ceremony. This is made 
from red satin, with the front 
covered in large silver coins, as a 
reflection of the status of its 
wearer. 

Thereafter, with the exception 
of a small section featuring 
men’s dress, the bulk of the exhi¬ 
bition is given over to women's 
costumes. These are dressed out 
on models and are arranged ac¬ 
cording to region: Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem, Ramallah, Jaffa and 
so on. What Curator Shclagh 
Weir seeks to emphasise here is 
continuity and diversity. 

In die introduction to her ex¬ 
cellent book, Palestinian Cos¬ 
tume, she writes: "Several dis¬ 
tinctly different styles of dress 
could and did coexist in each vil¬ 
lage- or region ai any one lime; 
some elements of costume did 
indeed vary regionally, but oth¬ 
ers were common to several re¬ 
gions und some lo the entire 
country; and although certain 
costume features had j>ersislcd 
for generation, odiers hud been 
subject io many changes in fash¬ 
ion." 

Thus we- see similar styles and 
patterns emerging in different re¬ 
gions at different points, while 
subtle changes in cm or colours 
provide discernible changes 
from region to region or within 
the same region. 

Out of this profusion of pattern 
and colour, several garments 
stand out. These include three 
jackets from the Bethlehem area, 
one made from red woolen 
broadcloth, the others from pur¬ 
ple velvet. All three are lavishly 
embroidered in gold, silver or 
silk couching and are magnifi¬ 
cent examples of their kind. 

They contrast sharply with the 
19th century coat from Galilee, 
made from black cotton and em¬ 
broidered with taffeta patchwork 
in green, red and yellow. 

A favourite of mine, astonish¬ 
ing in its simplicity, is the threc- 
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A turn-of-th e-century young bride from the Bethlehem area. 


wearer. At the same lime, foe- ex- with beads, chains and lalis- ing in its simplicity, is the- three- dulaling hills and terraces of 

hibilion illustrates how tradition- mans. One, dating from 1845, metre tong bedouin dress with Palestine. The plinths on which 

a! dress has continued lo change comprises over 1,600 small sil- huge pointed sleeves, made from the models are arranged snake 

and evolve even un to the ver coins stitched on in overlap- indigo dyed cotton. It was worn gentiy between rooms, through 

present time. In a contemporary ping rows, with an additional 80 hitched up over a belt It is one arched doorways, 

section, new styles, some highly to 90 more valuable coins ar- of few remaining examples of ns On the walls behind, photo- 

symbolic or the Palestinian ranged along the front, back and type. . . ...... murals recapture scenes from 

struggle for nationhood, reflect sides. It is a remarkable piece of Dominating the exhibition, Palestinian plages mid the local 
the oncoiua imHirton nf pm encinccrinE however, are the many and var- landscape. At the end of the sec- 

broidery 8 f In a nearby case, executed icd examples of dresses whose ond,gallery there is a traditional 

The exhibitions ODcns with a with similar loving care, is a tiny chest pieces, side or back panefc seating arrangement where yisi- 

section inuoSgKata ma- dreumcision waistcoat worn by illustrate the consummate still tom can rest, consult various 


of the Palestinian embroidery. 
Here- the colour red predominates 
interwoven with pinks, yellows 
and some blue. Most arc execut¬ 
ed in traditional cross-stitch and 
feature repetitive- patterns using 
"cypress" trees, indented squares 
and other geometric motifs. Lat¬ 
er, European patterns and even 
animal motifs were introduced. 

The exhibition is well docu¬ 
mented with detailed explana¬ 
tions about changes in styles, 
materials and fashions. It is spa¬ 
cious and tastefully lit. The lay¬ 
out is designed to reflect the un¬ 
dulating hills and terraces of 
Palestine. The plinths on which 
the models are arranged snake 
gentiy between rooms, through 
arched doorways. 

On the walls behind, photo¬ 
murals recapture scenes from 
Palestinian villages and the local 
landscape. At the end of the sec- 


publications or examine repro¬ 
ductions of paintings depicting 
Palestinian scenes. 

Along with the exhibition is a 
full programme of films and lec¬ 
tures about Palestine in general 
and embroidery in particular. 
These arc supplemented with 
embroidery workshops, discus¬ 
sion groups which moke provi¬ 
sion for participants to handle 
and analyse certain cosiumes, 
and children’s events which in¬ 
clude drawing time and stories. 

It is a full and informative 
schedule which invites repeat 
visits. This, plus the magnifi¬ 
cence of the costumes them¬ 
selves, should make the exhibi¬ 
tion a major success for the 
Museum. As one visitor pul it to 
me: "There is such a profusion 
of colour and patterns, it is quite 
dazzling to the eye. It is all so 
fresh and bright, it is one of the 
most unusual exhibitions I've 
seen here.” 

















































Dia Al Azzawi: art with a strong identity 


By Soptiui Morolin 
Special to The Sun 


LONDON - Art from the devel¬ 
oping world often suffers from a 
luck of identity but this can be 
remedied if the artists pay more 
attention to their surroundings 
and tinders Lind how to commu¬ 
nicate with an international audi¬ 
ence. Ilia Al Az/awi, a longtime 
re,idem of London nmi a com¬ 
mun'd Arab artist at heart, is one 
such communicator and an out¬ 
spoken adherent to the idea of 
ail with identity. 

building contemporary art 
with a clear identity and mes¬ 
sage is easier said tlian done, lie 
maintains. "Take Islamic callig¬ 
raphy. It is easy enough to pul it 
across to an audience if yon arc 
in an Mamie country," he said 
in an interview. 

"Hut in Hunipc or die United 
States, it’s quite a different chal¬ 
lenge. Over here Islamic callig¬ 
raphy is little more than inexpli¬ 
cable symbols. How do you 
make it work fur dio.se who see 
your work? How can you make 
them understand that it is nm 
mere symbols, but an important 
component of a different civili¬ 
sation? This is the difficult pari." 


By Meg Abu Hanidau 

Speciid to The Star 
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Azzawi's work was shown in 
autumn in a London exhibition 
entitled Contemporary Art from 
Ihc Islamic World. More recent¬ 
ly he has exhibited in Riyadh 
and Stockholm. 

The artist drew early inspira¬ 
tion from his archaeological 
studies in Baghdad. "In archae¬ 
ology you have this fantastic- 
sense of both an and history," lie- 
says. In modem Middle Eastern 
art, Islamic, Sumerian, Assyrian. 
iuu1 Western inllucnccs have 
tended to intermingle. 

Az/awi explains why. "In Is¬ 
lam, we don't liavc a tradition of 
painting. In Islam, art is very 
much a part of (lie architecture, 
pan of everyday living." Making 
Westerners or foreigners in gen¬ 
eral understand Islamic nil there¬ 
fore becomes quite an undertak¬ 
ing- 

"I am working for an interna¬ 
tional audience, but I try to keep 
my cultural identity in all my 
work," says Azzawi. 

Arab artists, for lack of an in¬ 
digenous tradition of painting, 
were, easily influenced in the 
1930s and 1940s by European 
work. But then the Arab artists 
tregan moving away from that 
influence- and moulding their 


own identity. In the Middle East, 
particularly in Iraq, the greatest 
influence was exercised by the 
painter and sculptor Jawad Se¬ 
lim.. 

"In Europe, the artists face no 
such problem," says Azzawi. 
European art is international 
even though there are specific 
movements, like the German 
movement or the Italian move¬ 
ment." 

In the Third World, "an, cul¬ 
ture- and poetry all become in¬ 
volved with politics, this is be¬ 
cause all these- countries have 
fought for their independence or 
against the- influence of imperial¬ 
ism on their culture. 

"You really need to build up 
your identity. If you are active in 
Africa or Asia, you cannot do 
contemporary work which is 
similar to contemporary work in 
New York.," he says. 

In the developing world die 
problem of an artist wanting to 
succeed is further compounded 
by his or her economic difficul¬ 
ties. Most artists in the develop¬ 
ing world, for example, have to 
do something c-isc to survive in 
art. In order to help art to 
achieve its true identity, says Az¬ 
zawi, culture authorities in the 


Dia al Azzawi, 
the successful jM 
Arab artist Jp 

based in London, 

believes Vffl 
that art from 
the developing 
world must y 
bear its identity } 

with pride 
but it should S|p 
also be compre- 
henslbie to its f 
international 
audience. _ 
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developing countries need to be 
more forthcoming in providing 
encouragement, building new 
museums and promoting pur¬ 
chase and collection of art. 

Azzawi is outspoken about 
some of the collectors. "We often 
find people who want to buy a 
painting not because of its quali¬ 


ty but because it suits their living 
room." 

There is a greater need, he 
says to educate people about art. 
"Tlic responsibility of ihc mu¬ 
seum in die Third World is so 
big thill the museums can be 
equated with schools in the role 
they play in educating people." 


'Jordanian Artist 1990' 


A melting pot of local art 


AMMAN - Exhibitions which 
combine the work of many art¬ 
ists arc by nature difficult shows 
to stage. The variety of styles, 
standard, size and colours make 
the task of doing justice to Die 
work of each artist almost an im¬ 
possibility. For the viewer the 
situation is little better. Bom¬ 
barded with such a range of ide¬ 
as and techniques it is easy to 
become confused with the result 
that good works are sometimes 
overlooked. Despite these inher¬ 
ent problems the group show of 
some 25 Jordanian artists aL ihc 
Spanish Cultural Centre this 
week nevertheless proves to be 
an interesting and worthwhile 
event. 

ft is to the larger, more strik¬ 
ingly colourful oils that one im¬ 
mediately gravitates, in particu¬ 
lar let Jamal Ashour’s "Project 
No. 1." 

Never content with the tradi¬ 
tional rectangular forroul, 
Ashuur cuts away great chunks 
of his canvas, and bends qik) 
curves his surfaces to create a 
compelling three dimensional ef¬ 
fect. At first his work seems to 
be totally abstract, a mass of 
writhing forms whose impa¬ 
tience is softened by almost deli¬ 
cate pinks, Hines and purples. 
Then suddenly, from the top of 
this mass one secs an arm strug¬ 
gling to emerge and the whole 
painting is transformed into a 
: figurative piece with political 
and emotional overtones, 


Other pieces that subtly 
change from abstractions to. Hi is 
time, landscapes arc works by 
Princess Wijdan, which capture 
the scaring heat and vast empty 
space of the hostile desert envi¬ 
ronment, and by Ufemia Rizk. In 
contrast to Princess Wijdan's 
rough and striated texture, the 
surface of Rizk’s painting flows 
with a sensuous smoothness. As 
the deep turquoises of the fore¬ 
ground melt into paler blues of 
the background, so a landscape 
is created. The barely visible 
mountain and deep valleys are lit 
with a ray of light that breaks 
through an endless sky of lumi¬ 
nous blue. 

While these works are wider 
views of the Jordanian land¬ 
scape, the abstract work by Suha 
Shoman focuses on its details. 
In bold brushstrokes of black 
streaked with rich oranges she 
captures with a rigorous austeri¬ 
ty the colours and texture of the 
rock from which Petra is carved 
and the dramatic contrasts of the 
ancient city's light and shadow. 

The exhibition at die Spanish 
Cultural centre is in fact marked 
by die presence of many excel¬ 
lent smaller abstract pieces. In¬ 
cluded in this category is the 
work of Nawal Abdullah and 
Nabila Hilmi. As both or these 
artists will be exhibiting their 
work more extensively next 
week at the Abdel Hamccd Sha¬ 
man Gallery, it would be perti¬ 
nent to leave a description and 
analysis of their work for a later 
mdre comprehensive review. 
The two abstract pieces submit¬ 


ted by Ghadn Dahdahich show 
her to be evolving as an artist of 
great confidence and direction. 
Although extremely spontane¬ 
ous, Dahdahleh’s abstracts are in 
fact carefully thought out, her 
compositions balanced and con¬ 
trolled. Patches of dark turbulent 
colours are offset with areas of 
light touched geometry and to¬ 
gether they are contained and 
framed by rough lines of deepest 


Art 


review 


charcoal. The two abstracts by 
Khalid Khriess on die other 
hand show him to be continuing 
in his own elusive rather esoteric 
style that defies easy definition. 
Like old crumbly walls his 
paintings are touched with mys¬ 
terious graffiti, inscrutable hier¬ 
oglyphs that tempt and intrigue. 

Finally in this group are the 
paintings by Abdel Raouf Sha- 
moun. While maintaining the 
same format and rich colours of 
his earlier more figurative work, 
Shamoun has developed a total¬ 
ly abstract approach. In place of 
his figures aire kaleidoscopic 
masses of colour which are bal¬ 
anced and calmed by offset 
squares which Shamoun ■ then 


contains with a frame of deep 
turbulent blue. 

An artist just venturing into 
the field of the abstract is Abdul 
Nasser Odch and his initial fo¬ 
rays however are as yet not con¬ 
vincing. In direct contrast to his 
featherlight, spontaneous water- 
colors of die north Jordanian 
landscape, these abstracts in 
acrylics lend to be rather pen¬ 
sive, heavy and unsure. Al¬ 
though patches of more detailed 
work have some confidence and 
appeal, there is generally a feel¬ 
ing of indecisiveness about these 
rather poorly composed works. 
An artist of some potential, 
Odeh needs more time to devel¬ 
op his new ideas. 

Another wrist who is experi¬ 
menting with a new media is 
Mukarram Haghandouqa who 
has moved from pastels into 
acrylics. Again perhaps more 
lime is needed to soften the rath¬ 
er raw colours of her otherwise 
attractive landscapes. Like Ha¬ 
ghandouqa, Diana Shamounki 
has developed her own distinc¬ 
tive style In her portrayals of the 
Jordanian landscape.. A popular 
artist, Shamounki’s composi¬ 
tions nevertheless tend to send 
the eye scattering over the sur¬ 
face of her paintings, confusing 
it with a lack of depth and per¬ 
spective and too much detail. 

Yousef Badawi’s work on the 
other hand lacks detail. Some-, 
times, this is effectivef as in his 
■ interestingly comprised "Chil¬ 
dren" which fondly captures the 
dlffereqt expressions of children 
teihg taught, Sometimes howev¬ 


er, this lack of detail is not effec¬ 
tive as in his other piece entitled 
"The Good Life." Too much 
empty space around the sealed 
male figure in this composition 
renders it devoid of life and at¬ 
mosphere. 

Interesting figurative work also 
comes from Jnlal Arikat whose 
impressionistic landscapes arc 
dynamic and excitingly colourful 
though a little wild and uncon¬ 
trolled, and from Kamil Kaber. 
In a clever play of positive ver¬ 
sus negative, Kaber gives us in 
one painting the front and back 
of the canvas, expressions of joy 
and anger, of acceptance and re¬ 
sistance. 

Among the sculptural works 
on display arc three new works 
by Laressa Najjar. In local pink 
and cream striped sandstone, 
Najjar has finally chiseled out 
immaculate cubist type faces. 


The placid, introspective expresj 
sions of these heads arc vitalised 


by the angles at which they lean, 
angles that are dictated by rite 
. shape and layers of the colour of 
the rock itself. 

The ancient and classical lines 
of the pots crafted by Mahmoud 
Taha are modernised by lh®j* 
enormous size, by the subtle 
glazes that flow like watercolors 
one into another and by the shad¬ 
owy use of geometric patient^ 
and calligraphy \ ' > Vjv 

The show' is completed. WhJ 
Works by Rafik LahhartvYoqsev 
; Husseinv H^fiz KhasSfc Kuhtfn, 
r Niniirii . Namat ;Al *: W*"T 

' moon Doubian, MagarekW^.-' 
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Floating interest rates: The timing is wrong! 

. WWIVT /Ci„.\ Tli. /"Vui_I ___. . . ■ - 


AMMAN (Star) - The Central 
Bank of Jordan has circulated a 
memorandum to all licenced 
commercial banks and financial 
houses informing them of Gov¬ 
ernor Mohammed Said Nabulsi's 
decision to cancel previous Cen¬ 
tral Bank directives concerning 
fixed the interests rates charged 
by banks and financial houses on 
various categories of credits in 
Jordanian dinars and giving 
these institution the freedom in 
setting credit interest rates. 

The same applied to interest 
rates on deposits in Jordanian 
Dinars paid by these institutions. 

The Governor requested that 
banks and licenced financial 
houses seta price level for inter¬ 
est rate and commissions includ¬ 
ing maximum and minimum 


rates for cred¬ 
its facilities 
given to resi¬ 
dent clients 
for one, three 
and more 
than three 
year terms. 

As for non¬ 
resident cli¬ 
ents the 
memorandum DrNabulsl 
approved an 

increase in interest rates of no 
less than 2 per cent over rates of¬ 
fered to resident clients. 

The new directives considered 
overdraft account as credit facili¬ 
ties payable within the year. 

Interest rates on credits whose 
terms exceed one year will be re¬ 
viewed every 3 to 6 months ac¬ 


Private sector deposits in 
banks over JD 2 billion 

AMMAN (Star) - Total commercial bank's deposits, includ¬ 
ing the Housing Rank, were estimated at JD 2,563.165 bil¬ 
lion in November of lust year compared with the JD 
2,530.443 billion in October of the same year, an increase 
of JD 32.522 million, Ad-Dustour daily reported Tuesday. 

According to Central Bank figures, most increases oc¬ 
curred In private sector deposits (resident). Its deposits 
rose from JD 1,934,425 billion in October to JD 1,965.852 
billion in November, an increase or JD 31.427 million. 

Non resident private sector deposits increased from JD 
362.204 million at the end of October to JD 366.259 million 
at the end of November. 

Government deposits in commercial banks decreased 
from JD 75.324 million in October to JD 70.444 million in 
November, or by JD 4.880 million. 


cording to published weekly 
rates. 

Interest rates on current over- 
draft accounts will be subject to 
monthly revision. The Governor 
asked all banks and financial 
houses to set minimum and max¬ 
imum interest rates paid on de¬ 
posits (in Jordanian dinars) for 
saving one-month, 3-month, six- 
month, nine-month, one-year 
and more than one-year term de¬ 
posits. 

The memorandum also asked 
banks and financial houses to set 
a minimum for deposits accepted 
on call accounts. The Governor 
asked licenced banks and finan¬ 
cial houses to set interests rate 
and for credit and deposits at the 
beginning of every week. These 
rates will be valid for one week. 

These new directives will be 
effective from Saturday 3 Febru¬ 
ary. As to current financial facil¬ 
ities it will be treated as follows: 

The new directives will apply 
immediately on all facilities ex¬ 
tended to current overdraft ac¬ 
counts and credits whose con¬ 
tracts allow the banks to amend 
interest rates. 

As to other credits whose 
terms exceed one year and arc 
given according to a set rate of 
interest, the new directives shall 
be applicable from 1 February 
1991. 

The new directives will no- 
apply to specialised lending in¬ 
stitutions like the Housing 
Bank's housing loans. They also 
will not apply to contract sav¬ 


ings and special funds compa¬ 
nies. 

News Analysis 

The decision of the Central 
Bank (CB) to float interest 
rates beginning 1 February 
was received with mixed feel¬ 
ings by observers in the finan¬ 
cial sector. While some bank¬ 
ers say the move will 
encourage public savings and 
Investments, others believe it 
will result in price hikes. The 
most affected will be borrow¬ 
ers especially merchants with 
overdraft current accounts. 

The President of the Jordan 
Banks Association (JBA) Dr 
Abdallah Al IVfutki is an oppo¬ 
nent of the floating measures. 
He told The Star that the 
measures are not in the best in¬ 
terest of the Jordanian econo¬ 
my at this stage. Dr Al Malki 
udded that savings have noth¬ 
ing to do with n full-fledged 
flotation of interest rates. 

In the view of JBA president 
these measures, which come as 
u fulfillment of "implicit arti¬ 
cles of the agreement (with the 
International Monetary Fund) 
will eventually lead to price 
hikes." 

He said while banks will ben¬ 
efit from the new measures, he 
does not expect a cut-throat 
competition among Jordanian 
banks. "There will be space 
for all banks," he said. 


Can we do it? 


Changing our consumer patterns 


AMMAN (Star)- Changing con¬ 
sumption patterns in Jordan 
where consumerism is a promi¬ 
nent feature of life is a must for 
the success of the economic ad¬ 
justment programme that has 
been adopted by die govern¬ 
ment. Unless austerity becomes 
a permanent way of life radicr 
man a short-term prescription, 
die success of the programme 
will be in doubt. 

Jordanians have been accus¬ 
tomed to a steady rise in their 
standard of living during ihc last 
tecadc. It will not be easy for 
tnc majority to get used Lo a dif- 
terent, sometimes difficult, norm 
or life where many of ihc luxu- 
nes of the past will have lo be 
abandoned. 

In one of the statistical sur- 
5*5 released by the Department 
0* Statistics, about household 
monthly expenditures and in- 

te noted l ^ e ^°^ ow * r |8 030 
A-Overspending 
h °ut of 841 houso- 
25,00 the "less than JD 50 in- 
215. group), 19 households 
spent between JD 50 and JD 99 

• SSL °5S hou scbold spent be- 
l *een JD 150andJD]C , v 

hnwl 0 ^ 0ul Pt 3,203 house-! 
g 1 ” (h thh-jp 30-99 ; Jncoine 
*roup), 66 households spetir be-; 
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tween JD 100 and JD 149, six 
households snent between JD 
150 and JD 199 and two house¬ 
holds spent between JD 200 and 
JD 299. 

Group 3: Out of 4,382 house¬ 
holds (in the JD J00-JD149 in¬ 
come group), 51 households 
spent between JD 150 and JD 
199 and six households spent be¬ 
tween JD 200 and JD 299. 

Group 4: Out of 3.035 house¬ 
holds (in the JD 150-199 income 
group), 21 households spent be¬ 
tween JD 200 and JD 299. 

Group 5: Out of 2,914 house¬ 
holds (in the JD 200-299 income 
group), six households spent be¬ 
tween JD 300 and JD 499 and. 
one household spent over JD 
500 

Group 6: Out of 1,727 house¬ 
holds (in the Jp 300-499 income 
group), three households spent 

over JD 500. : : \ v \ > „ 
Group 7: In;this group, 657 

, households Were classified in the 

"more than JD 500 income" 

'group... _ v : v- .-i. ■ •- 

■ B- Lessspending . *, / 
•> A Group ■ : 2: 258. : households 

vGrptip 

/-jet s^h^pand^h^;; 


less than JD 50,373 households 
spent between JD 50 and JD 99 
and 951 households spent be¬ 
tween JD 100 and JD 149. 

Group 5: U households spent 
less than JD 50,179 households 
spent between JD 50 and JD 99, 
557 households spent between 
JD 100 and JD 149 and 783 
households spent between JD 
150 and JD 199. 

Group 6: Two households 
spent less than JD 50,36 house¬ 
holds spent between JD 50 and 
JD 99,150 households spent be¬ 
tween JD 100 and JD 149, 274 
households spent between JD 
150 and JD 199 and 631 house¬ 
holds spent between JD 200 and 
JD299. 

Group 7: One household spent 
less than JD 50, five households 
spent between JD 50 and JD 99, 
20 households spont between JD; 
100 and JD 149,.27 households 
spent between Jp 150 and JD 

■ 199, 122 household spent ;be- 
tWeen-jp 200 arid JD 299 and 

■ 252 househblds spent between- 
i;-jD300 : and;JD 499. ’ 

•.;; V:C^Bre,aklogefen-; ■ 

' • i • HouseholdsrWliich brrikeeven 

<. .a*, frihnwft 821' in. Gl; 
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Summary 

1- The above statistics show 
that out of a total of 16,759 
households: 

A- 182 households (1.1%) 
were overspenders drawing on 
their family savings or relying 
on borrowing. 

B- 5,698 households (34%) 
were less spenders making sav¬ 
ings, investments and or depos¬ 
its, or financing other overspend- 
ers. 

C-10,879 households (64,9%) 
broke even by spending all what 
they have earned. 

2- Had this sample survey 
(16,759 households) been a rep¬ 
resentative of a population sur¬ 
vey in 1987, we would have 
come up with, the following find-• 
ings. i 

A*In 1987.32,000 households 
were over spenders, in the king¬ 
dom. . « . , r 

B-ln 1987, 985,000: house¬ 
holds were, less spenders, in the 
Kingdom ", ; • • 

G- In • 19$7‘,. 1,88 tmllion 
households spent all of. what 
.they have earned, in ,the king-, 
dom. • . l ;• ; . - * - 


Briefs 


• A STUDY is being car¬ 
ried out by the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry to de¬ 
termine the feasibility of 
establishing a plant for as¬ 
sembling motor cars In 
Jordan. Tbe proposed fac¬ 
tory will also manufacture 
spare parts and related 
equipments. Tbe aim of 
the study is to create new 
jobs and find ways of gen¬ 
erating bard currency. 

• ...also at the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry, a pro¬ 
posal is being considered 
to turn export-oriented 
joint ventures (with non- 
Jordanian investors) into 
free zones. Two locations 
were suggested; the Shi- 
diya region and the Ferti¬ 
liser Complex in Aqabn. 

• THK MINISTRIES or 
Tourism and Trade and 
Industry have been asked 
by the Prime Ministry to 
help find financiers for the 
completion of Al Uimntu 
hotel. The two government 
bodies are to offer guaran¬ 
tees to likely investors. The 
government's intends to in¬ 
corporate AI Hirvuna into a 
Jordan's so-called medical 
tourism package. 

• A RATE of exchange of 
JD I to 60 Syrian liras has 
been set by the two central 
banks in Amman and Da¬ 
mascus. The price applies 
to all commercial dealings 
between the two countries 
and will be effective from 1 
February. 

JCA president calls 
for a ban on foreign 
contractors 

AMMAN (Star) - President of 
the Jordan Contractors Associa¬ 
tions (JCA) Mr Ali Abu Al Ra- 
gheb has called on the govern¬ 
ment to stop offering tenders to 
foreign companies and restrict¬ 
ing government tenders to local 
contractors only. Mr Abu Al Ra- 
gheb said depriving Jordanian 
contractors from public works 
projects would increase unem¬ 
ployment especially since local; 
contractors normally hire Jorda¬ 
nian labour and engineers for 
these projects. 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 
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( Furnished & ,unfurnishedi 
apartments & villas frir. rent 1 1 
In West Amman area.. fl 
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CALL, SOHA - 
Dept. 387821/22 
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Deposit Rate? 


Eum-dcposit rales: 



US 

DEM 

STG 

Yen 

SFR 

1 mu. 

8.1/4 

7.3/8 

15.15/16 

6.75 

9.5/8 

2mons. 

8.1/4 

7.15/16 

15.1/16 

7.06 

9.5/8 

3 moils. 

8.5/16 

8.1/8 

15.1/8 

7.06 

9.5/8 

6 mulls. 

8.3/8 

8.3/8 

15. 1/(6 

7.18 

9.11/16 

1 year 

8.9/16 

8.17/32 

14.15/16 

7J1 

9.1/2 


Interbank rales (Jordan): 

Savingaccounh 7%. Call account 8Sfe, I week 8-5%, 1 months 
9%, 2 months 9.125%,3 months 9.25%, 1 year 93%. Lending 
rate (AAA) 11%. 

Dollar: 

DMK SIR SIX! YEN CAN FFR 
LAST (.6755/60 US10/20 [.MOWIS I42.S2/78 1.1877/82 53910/40 

Source: Amman Hank for Investment. Tel: 642701 



Laboratory Testing 


THE DIRECTORATE of Stumlunk unit Measures U empowered 
tu u|)|iri)ve the buses fiir iiciTedltlng uml eviilimtiiig testing mid ev- 
umlnntInn liilmnilorli-s ns well us im-asii I'vi tii'ii t Inlxirntorlo. I.ii- 
iMiratnr.v lirMliij* fees lire set iia-oniing tu lustriicUmis Issued by 
the .Minister <>r industry imd Trade, fur testing curried out ut (lie 
Dint-lorn le's laliuriiluries or ut uny uther jut ml Iter! lnhiiruLiry. 
IT'.stlng and analysis wilt be curried nut uu mutcrluls, emu mod [ties 
Bind nu-usurtini-nt Instruments liii|)iirttd lulu, exported nut uf, ur 
produced utul rnamifuitumi inside tlie Kingdom. Testing fees sire 
]>:i>s\hle hy the owners nf such cinmnnilltles anil materials. 

Article 22 «r the Standards untl Measures Law considered that 
every dulxlon Issued by the Dim In rule on Ihv bask of u Inhor.itu- 
iv test results or mmlvsLs carried on ton uiii imnnimliiv or m uteri - 
uit, to determine Its compliance ur non-wimpUimcc with standar¬ 
dised spi-dfknllons, js ii final decision not subject tu re pen I by uny 
administrative nr jiiiliil.it jiurty. 

'•« enforce proper applications uf standards and specification, 
the Direct orate Is empowered to sk- credit testing biliurninries, .spe¬ 
cialised lidmriilorlcf mul in east i mm lit laboratories assign cd to 
tarn nut testing, atiaitsk and examination of coiiiniudilles and 
nialcrl.iK 

The law defined an "Accredited Lu bom ton" us * I lie laborato¬ 


ry which 1r»w been granted crtdciill.il> to carry out testing, analy¬ 
sis and measurement, liv the DireUnrutc . 


Matchmaking 


SI HUM At; AMFK1KI1E ties, m.lt.ll. A* 1037 Wien, Zuuncrgusse 3- 
Pnstfach. W/. Germany. Tel. C0222> 7123548Scrk*. Telex J310J0 
Strnmuga Teliifu.x (0222 1 71J9215H3. 

Manufacturers and Suppliers of [ndustriui M(juipment. 

For mure Information on sales und services: Write (Code: 34/06; 
STROM A Ci International. 


BARRKK-CiKEENlv OVERSEAS, 4101 Jerome Avenue, Chattanoo¬ 
ga. Tennessee 37407 USA. Telephone: (404) 861-0069, Telex: 810- 
573-5260 (AST EC CTAl, FAX 861-2051. 

Specialised In road building equipment; asphalt paving machines, as¬ 
phalt mixing plants milling machines and vibrating screens. 

This free-of-charge service Is available to local and foreign business¬ 
men. To publish your commercial Interests In this corner please 
tear-off this box (do not photocopy) and send with details to: Econo¬ 
my Editor, On-Line, The Star, P.O. Box 9313, Amman-Jordan. 


AL-IIIKMA. the Amman-based 
pta/niaccuttcal company M.-utcd 
its production in mid 1979 with a 
j |nc of banded genericv. Today, 
it has shifted into a line of li¬ 
censed syxvuUvcvl product*. 

Superior quality phnnnaceuii- 
csls tli;ii abide l»y the tineicsi in- 
standards .irt- the com¬ 
pany's main objective. 

In order (u inert the American 
hood and Drug Administration's 
current good manufar hiring prnc 
dw. Al-Hikma has established ,i 
separate plant fur the nuuiufat:lure 
of jvnieiliindaig | endue is. 

lift: success of this policy can 
tv noticed in the great number of 
products under lie erne from com 
pjnics such as K.V., Klinge. SK 
& F. Fujisawa. Oiugai, nnd Eli 
I -illy. 

'Dwse products include a wide 


hestt ii 

variety of phtnaucouiicu] forms 
ranging from capsules, tablets 


syrups, suspensions and supposito¬ 
ries. 

Al-liikma started with a (earn of 
50 ivoplc in 1979, today die nuin- 
Ivr of employees is almost 300, 
Seventy-live per cent of Al-Hikma 
stuff are university graduates. 

A1 -IILV.mil is actively involved 
in prinuuy lieaidi care in Jordon 
through its participation with the 
Jordiuiiiin Ministry of Health and 
UNICEF in a campaign to reduce 
tlie infant iruirtalily rate. 

On die technical and research 
level, Al-Hikma collaborate*; with 
universities and multi-national 
plinniueciuical companies re gar d- 
ing methods of analysis, clinical 
trials and new phnnnaccuticid for¬ 
mulations. 

For innic information please 
contact Jordan Trade Associa¬ 
tion (JTA), P O Box 830432, Am¬ 
man- Jordan. Tel: 6850)9. 
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Gold 
lkg 
21 ct 
18 ct 

Eng. pound 
8g 

Rashad: 

7g 

24cl(swiss) 


8,950.000 

7.750 

6.700 


64.000 


56.250 

9.750 


Silver 

lkg 


160.000 






Average cxclmage rales on 
25/1/1990 in fils 


orncinl: 

(Fils) 

US 

661.0 

Pound 

1,095.8 

DEM. 

391.0 

SWF. 

44 L3 

FRF. 

115.0 

Yen (100) 

458.6 

Parallel 

US 

672.5 

Pound 

1,118.5 

DEM. 

399.5 

SWF. 

451.0 

FRF. 

118.0 

Yen (100) 

467.2 
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Purchase invoice 


THE SUPPLY Law gives you 
die upturn whether to request a 
retail purchase invoice or not. 
In j wholesale transaction, the 
wholesaler should make an in¬ 
voice to the purchaser, detailing 
at least the type of commodity 
sold, quantity and the wholesale 
price. 

A retail purchase invoice, 
though not specified by law. 
should declare, in addition to 
the type, quantity and retail 
price, the date of purchase, 
name of purchaser and the sell¬ 
er's signature or stamp. The 
seller's signature and stamp do 
not exempt him oi her from 
having his or her name, or his 
or her store's name, printed on 
the invoice. 

The Star ran into a young 
housewife who had some trou¬ 
bles convincing retailers that a 
purchase invoice is an impor¬ 
tant household document. She 
admitted that most retailers 
were willing to give her an in¬ 
voice “upon her request", but 
accused her of being sophisti¬ 
cated and ovcrconscious. In a 
13-retailer survey, The Star 
found out that three out of five 
retailers were not convinced 
foal a purchaso invoice, or 
even a cashicr/lcllcr receipt 

made much of a difference. 

J!i cS ^ WCm 0n 10 conduct 
another 15-consumer survey 

and to us surprise, it found out 

tfZT offivc burners 
believed 111818 purchase invoice 

* P 8rc httsc invoice is simply 
defined as An itemised bill 
containing all die prices wliich 
comprise the total charge" This 

5ft** 1 **. w kich indl- 
cates that an invoice has manv 

S fuilclioi B md purposes 5 ! 
hallcngcs allegations that a 


tcis & Contacts 





TN* 14/90. Intelligent modems amt eleht-cliannd multiplexer. 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. CD: 11/271990. TD: JD: 5. 

TN: 8/90. Flake antl-caklng. Arab Potash Co. CD: 24/2/1990. TD; 


JD 50. 


TN : 2/90. Cleaners, royal Scientific Society. CD: 3/2/1990. TD: 
JD3. 

TN- 2F/90. 450 mts of coper cast nnd special gelatine. Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Co. CD: 28/2/1990. TD: JD 50. 

TN: 29F/89. Construction of production nnd obscrvuilun bore¬ 
holes at Eshldlya Mines - (water wells). Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Co. CD: 15/3/1990. TD: JD 150. 

TN: 4/90. Construction of a school ut lluqa'u Camp. UNRWA/ 
Eng. Dlv. CD: 11/2/1990. TD: JD 20. 

Purchase of pharmaceutical chumiculs. National Medical Institu¬ 
tion. CD: 28/2/1990. TD: JD 30. 

TN: 2/90. Muintenunce works at the Amman Civil Airport. Jor¬ 
dan Aviation Authority. CD: 31/1/199(1. TU: .11) 10. 

TN: 9/90. Revamp Services for potash dryer. Arab Potash Co. 
CD: 24/2/1990. TD:JD 75. 

TN: 3/90. Construction of u wall, II: J.ii. ni. I,: 360 m, ut the Royal 
Wing/Queen Alia International Airport. Civil Aviation Authority. 
CD: 30/2/1990. TD: 15. 

TN: 47/90-59/90 (13 tenders). Supply of suitcases, ladders, stock¬ 
ings, appliances, stationery, vacuum cleaners, washing machines 
andT.V. sets. Civil Consumer C'orp. CD: 10/2 - 17/2. TD: JD 5 
each. 

TN: 3/90. Impellers. Jordan Cement I'nctork-s < o. CD: 28/2/1990. 
JD: 10. 

TN: 1/90. Laboratories. Ministry of Education. 7th Education 
Project No. 2890 - Jo. soonsored b> the World Bank. CD: 8/3/ 
1990. TD: JD 10. CD 5/2/1990. Tl): JD 15. 

TN: 1/90. Transporting 150,000 tons of heavy fuel (solar) from 
Iraq to Zerqa warehouses. Jordan Petroleum Reftnerv ( d. t.*D: 4/ 
2/1990. 

TN: 3/90. Impellers. Jordan Cement Eurlm ii -.. t 'u. i 1 *: 28/2/1990. 

TD: JD 10. 


I*r»i nil ll/I nai 


mm Ml w 


this service Ls free-or-chargt. To puldish your tender * in this corner 
please tear-uff this box (do not photocopy.) mid send with tender, 
auction, public sale, garage sale, bazaar sole. eie.. details to: Ecuuo- 
my Editor, On-Line, The Slur, l'.O. Dor. 9313, Amman-Jordan 
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Amman Industrial lislale 


THE AMMAN IndustriHl Estate m Sahah has grown rapidly in Ow 
past two years and has success Hilly atuucivd and acmiiiminlatcd j 
significant number of .small und meilimu size iiiiIiimiic-.. 

The Corporation believes there is a necessity !•»> proninling ins In¬ 
dustrial Estates and has Unis cstahlLshed ii custom mure which I'acili- 

talcs, saves the time, efforts nnd expenses ol the investors mid en¬ 
courages export oriental industries. 

The centre was set up in Ajiril 1‘W) and h.v.. since then, launched 
its activities in both export und import sectors for the industries local* 
cd within Amman Industritil Estiite. 

At the same time, it covers die activities of imports for industries 
ocated within the boundaries of (■renter An in inn Municipality. 

Arnman Industrial Eslutc Custom Centre is the third centre to be es¬ 
tablished in the Kingdom (after Amman und Ac j aim Centres). U has 
enough and well experienced staff to coi» with the growing demands 
of the Estate. 1 b 

Moreover, an adequate number or clearance companies ore located 
next to the centre which has representatives of different official de- 

partments such as Health Department ami .Standards und Specifica¬ 
tions Department. 


Tef-SMt7224 r 70 ttt,On C ° ntUCt Ammun IndustHul Estate (Sahflb), 
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(PESaP) t |^£ b i t, ? D and Sa,es c « ntre for Imported Product* 

dMayuroduSn^r^ , to 0pcn ,n Ma y. 1990 - The exlilbltlouwlO ■ 
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Econom 



Japan launches an all-out economic offensive in the Mideast 

Financial aid and expon credits generously extended 


IN THE Middle Hast, as in other 
oarts of the world, Japan’s pow¬ 
erful export drive established a 
profitable commercial beach¬ 
head in recent decades. Now, to 
broaden and reinforce its eco¬ 
nomic ties with- 

the region, Japan 
is offering loans 
and technical aid 
as well. 

For example, 
several weeks 
ago, Japan’s Ex¬ 
port-Import Bank 
announced untied 
loan agreements 
with four Algeri¬ 
an institutions. 

The loans will be 
used to modernise 
agriculture and 
expand farm pro¬ 
duction, and will 
help finance pro¬ 
jects such as rail¬ 
way modernisa¬ 
tion and eleciric 
power supply and 
transmission 


next three years. Iran presently 
has little- or no foreign debt 
Before his new appointment, 
Adeli had been Iran's ambassa- 


vesicd in construction of oil 
pipelines, highways and hospi¬ 
tals. During the war, Iraq was 
unable 



Three of the loans, worth a Lo¬ 
la! of $243.5 million, will be ex¬ 
tended jointly by the World 
Bank and private Japanese finan¬ 
cial institutions. A syndicate- of 
such institutions will provide the 
fourth loan, worth $210 million. 

Also in December, a syndicate 
of Japanese and forcign- 
affiliatcd financial institutions 
agreed to loan Turkey up to 20 
billion yen, or about $138 mil¬ 
lion, in joint financing. This rep- 
resenis Turkey’s first yen- 
denominated loan. The syndicate 
is being led by six Japanese 
banks, including Nippon Credit 
Bank. 

Japan is also providing aid to 
the rwion that supplies half iLs 
diet of four million barrels of oil 
a day. In September, Japan 
agreed lo supply Qatar with 
technical expertise, including 
gas exploitation and petrochemi¬ 
cal production, and marine culti¬ 
vation. Qatar had asked Tokyo 
to support a joint venture pi eject 
lo develop the North Field gas 
deposit. Marubeni Corp. of Ju- 
powns 7.5 percent of die pro¬ 
ject, which started in August. 

In October, funds worth $85 
million went to Qatar, Bahrain. 

( | and Oman for the installation of 
radio aids for safe navigation of 
snips in the Gulf. In July 1988, 
“we the Gulf cease-fire, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait received 
emergency aid worth $ 5.1 mil- 

UmJ° r SUCh navi & aLional sys- 

Thc conuniuncnt to help the 
« i ofcguard shipping in the 
er madc in 19 »7. Howcv- 
Japan pledged aid 
^only $10 million. 

'JP* assistance to Iran is 

toption\ a i? er a 10 'V car imer - 
™Puon. Talks are under way be- 

cnS ^h kyo and Tchran 1° in - 

: aSi, * . numbcr of Iranian 
Also a °, ^ tx ^ aoA m Japan, 
"to ex D ? nrt J ^ pan ^sc have agreed 
on fanning projects 

. ;lhc Coasl and rcvicw 

■ poj L ** for Tehran Air- 


dor to Japan. 

The President's intention lo 
borrow money has upset Iranian 
hard-liners, since the Quran for¬ 
bids the payment of interest. 
They also say the move endan¬ 
gers the slate's political indepen¬ 
dence. 

Rafsanjani may sidestep the re¬ 
ligious prohibition by swapping 
long-term deliveries of Iranian 
oil Tor industrial goods and other 
essential imports. Japan current¬ 
ly lakes 19 per cent of Iran's 
crude exports. 

Tlie Pacific economic colossus 
has staked out a strong position 
among industrialiscd countries 
vying for postwar trade with 
Iran. In October, it settled its dis¬ 
pute with Iran over a joint petro¬ 
chemical project which was 
abandoned after being 85 per 
cent completed. After the Iran- 
Iraq war began in September, 
1980, Mitsui Co. and 104 other 
Japanese firms pulled out of the 
project. They refused to return, 
claiming [hat war damage madc 
the project uneconomical. In the 
end, Milsiii agreed to pay $928 
million in compensation lo Iran. 

As soon as the Gulf cease-lire 
look effect on 20, August 1988, 
Jupan set up four trade offices in 
Dubai to imnrovc its chances of 


to meet 
its pay¬ 
ments. 
But in 
the first 
half of 
1989, 

15 per 
cent of 
the pay¬ 
ments 
Iraq re¬ 
ceived 
for oil 
shipmen 
is to Ja¬ 
pan 

were re¬ 
turned 
in the 
fomt of 
debt re¬ 
payment. 


The ratio of repayments to oil 
sales was then raised several 
times and is expected lo increase 
again by as much as 45 per cent 
in die near future. Iraq an¬ 
nounced in December that it had 
agreed to repay all indebtedness 
to Japan. In return, Japan will 


extend a $3 billion credit line 
and financial facilities to fund 
development projects and cover 
part of Iraq's imports from Ja¬ 
pan. 

Political power accompanies 
economic might, and Japan has 
begun to expand its role in the 
region. Last summer, 100 mem¬ 
bers of the US Congress charged 
that the government of Japan 
"condoned" decisions by Japa¬ 
nese firms not to sell goods to Is¬ 
rael, in compliance with the 
Arab boycott of Israel. Tokyo 
denied that it told companies not 
to trade with Israel, and stressed 
that it was eager to play a role in 
resolving die Arab-Israeli con¬ 
flict. 

At about dial lime, Honda Mo¬ 
tor Co. announced that its US 
subsidiary, American Honda, 
would start selling cars to Israel 
in 1990. It joins fellow Japanese 
car makers Subaru, Daihatsu, 
Isuzu, and Mitsubishi, which al¬ 
ready sell lo the Israeli market. 

Facing a shrinking domestic 
market, American Honda will 
benefit from,the US-Israeli free 
trade agreement, which reduces 
tariffs gradually over five years. 
Israel demanded an agreement 
from Japanese Honda to supply 
spare parts for the cars. About a 


quarter of American Honda car 
pans are made in Japan. 

Direct Japan-Isracl trade has 
tripled in the past four years lo 
$1.1 billion in 1988, up from 
$385 million in 1985. Trade fig¬ 
ures in 1988 registered a 40 per 
cent increase over 1987. Japan is 
Israel's third largest expon mar¬ 
ket, after the US ana Britain. 
The island nation bought $676 
million from Israel in 1988. 

Most of Japan's purchases 
were of diamonds, but other in¬ 
dustries arc- making headway as 
well. In a recent announcement, 
Elscint, which makes nuclear 
medical imaging equipment, said 
iL had signed an exclusive mar¬ 
keting agreement with a Japa¬ 
nese company. Elscint estimated 
that it would capture 10 per ccul 
to 20 per cent of Japanese mar¬ 
ket for such products within 
three years, competing against 
large Japanese firms such as To¬ 
shiba. 

Israel expects to make more 
such inroads, partly with the 
help of a joint Japan-Israel Com¬ 
mission (hat is to hold iLs first 
niccling this month in Tokyo. 
The Commission will provide a 
forum for regular dialogue on 
both political and economic mat¬ 
ters. Economic ties will also be 
enhanced by the expected open¬ 
ing of an Israeli consulate in 
Osaka. 


Dubai to improve its 
capturing post-war reconstruc¬ 
tion contracts. Their function is 
materials for 
venture 


largely to supply 
seven Japanese joint 
companies in Iran which began 
operating after the war ended. 

These manufacturing units arc 
mainly in the petrochemical, 
footwear, and construction areas. 
However, the trading offices are 
also on the lookout for opportu¬ 
nities in textiles and electronics. 

In mid-November, Japan an¬ 
nounced plans to open a consu¬ 
late in Dubai. The United Arab 
Emirates arc an important trad¬ 
ing partner, buying $1.3 billion 
worth of Japanese cars, machin¬ 
ery, electronic and other goods a 
year. Japan imported $5.3 tortlfojj 


open fe¬ 
lt Akbar U™* 1 President Ali 
r 'Japanese Rafsanjani, a 

I : “ntreLS U8 F and cultural 

fcversity °? ened at Tehran Uni- 




WWani has in- 
m U10n f fom Japan over the 


worth of oil from the 
Arab Emirates m 1988, It- is 
looking for ways 10 .^f 1 
nod-oil imports,; possibly fish 

and dates. . ■ ■ . . . 

. .More than 80 japanese bost-. 
ness-delegations have, visited 
Dubai since the cease-fire, iryihg 
to rqc&pliire Gulf market sha/'es 
lost since 197?? 

' ,BV Contrast wim 



SABIC's 1989 profit approaching one billion dollars 


RIYADH -The Saudi Arabian 
Basic Industries Corporation 
(SABIC) registered a profit of 
around one billion dollars last 
year as its plants produced at 
over 20 per cent of capacity to 
meet demand. 

According to the Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA), record targets set 
at the beginning of 1989 were 
achieved "within months”. How¬ 
ever, no official figures of exact 
profit margins and production 
levels were given. 

The kingdom's Industry and 
Electricity Minister Abuulaziz 
Al-Zsmil announced last No¬ 
vember that SABIC's profit for 
the first nine months of the year 
stood at $689 million, a 6.7 per 
cent increase over the same peri¬ 
od in the previous year. 

SPA said that during 1989, 
SABIC had expanded its market¬ 
ing operations, opening new of¬ 
fices in the United Slates and 
Britain. Other branches were 
planned for the Far East which 
purchased one-third of all SAB¬ 
IC products produced. 

SABIC products were now ex- 
world¬ 


wide. It operated 15 major man¬ 
ufacturing affiliates producing 
over 10 million tons of petro¬ 
chemicals, plastic resins, fertil¬ 
isers and steel annually. 

The agency said that to keep 
pace wiih the fast-growing Saudi 
market, it had run plants at lev¬ 
els well above design capacity. 

In 1987, the Saudi petrochemi¬ 
cal company produced at 16 per 
cent above its capacity level and 
two ethylene process furnaces 
had been constructed to help 
support the existing eight furnac¬ 
es, it said. 

One of the success stories of 
1989 was Pelrofccmya, which be¬ 
gan production of plastic resin 
polystyrene. Demand for the 
product proved strong taking 
sales up to 100,000 tons for the 
year. 

Plans to develop the company 
were well advanced, the report 
said, stating that a design propo¬ 
sal to upgrade production by 
700,000 tons a year would be 
considered early in the 1990s. 

Also of note was the efficient 
operation of the Saudi European 
Petrochemical Company which 


began production of MTBE. The 
plant only went on stream a year 
ago, marking the completion of 
SABIC's 15 original projects. 

The agency said that the Na¬ 
tional Chemical Fertiliser Com¬ 
pany at Jubail was undergoing 
massive expansion. 

Following a scries of deals, 
Italy's Tcchnipcirol was under¬ 
taking the project on a 'cost-plus' 
contract. Other agreements for 
the S185 million scheme had 
gone to the Saudi Belle!i Heavy 
Industries and South Korea's 
Shinwa Engineering. 

The project, when completed, 
would add 1.3 million tons a 
year of phosphate and nitrogen 
fertiliser lo the company's pro¬ 
duction, it said. 

In another development pro¬ 
ject, the Saudi Iron and Steel 
Company had approved a 
scheme to increase output to two 
million ions annually. Produc¬ 
tion currently stands at just over 
one million tons. 

The firm was already meeting 
90 per cent of domestic demand 
and this figure was likely to in¬ 
crease further. 





ported to 65 countries 

sisitag that this was the starting Tehran, on President Rafsanjani's 
point for implementing UN Res¬ 
olution 598, Mid East report said 
in its 15 January issue. 

Ceausescu also signed a proto¬ 
col on expanding economic, 
technical and technological co¬ 
operation between Romania and 
Iran, five days before his execu¬ 
tion by a people' 8 tribunal on 19 vehicles to Libya tti be given 
Christmas Day, the newsletter, py, Miiihmaer Al-Qaddafi to his 

War. veterans,- particularly those 
.who have fought in the. Chad 

with W Iranians -Wfieh he lasu hedin of Iran issued a statement - ‘ ‘ 

visited Teto oq 20:Peoember. on 2 January saying ihai Ttirge 
He backed the IsiqWic Rfcpub- : : group";of Pasdarans (Republican, 
tie's Jdehiahd that neighbouring 1 - Guardi!) Were sent-to .Bucharest 
“ c ,• ...si UAriui itg forcCS on 20|December, the day Ceau-:, 

" ‘ - 1 sescu ,was oh an official visit to 


• The World Bank two-man 
team that went to Iran early in 
December returned to Washing¬ 
ton in mid-December. The ex- 
plorqtory mission visited various 
ministries in Tehran. It was de¬ 
cided that another mission will • 
be sent to Iran in the spring to 
gather mote information on the 
five-year plan*-.the external debt 


orders, to defend the deposed 
leader's regime, 

• French companies are taking 
advantage of the current situation 
in the Middle East in a. move to 
position themselves for the po- 1 
lential lucrative markets. Renault 
is ready to deliver 2,930 Reirauli- 


and the economy. . 

• Executed Romanian President : sard. 

Nicolae'Ceausescu struck a deal ; Meanwhile, the,Pcople‘s Moja, 
!.;DiriKp‘ franiahs iWfieh he last- hedin of Iran issued a statement 


: |• - 1 ■" V ^ ft.''' ' • 


campaign. 

', Peugoeot arid .' ,: -.ln|uii T Khodzo. 
have -; reached a .preliminary 
agreement for the assembly of 
Paykan and Peugeot-405 cars in, 
Trim.' ■ ; V 
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Demographic threat 

THE JORDANIAN-Syrian talks which were held in Amman this week 
came at a critical time when the region is facing yet another political on¬ 
slaught in the form of waves of Soviet Jews settling in Israel and the oc¬ 
cupied territories. 

In his interview with The Star, Jordan's Foreign Minister Mr Marwan 
AI Qasem made it clear that this dangerous development is an added ele¬ 
ment to Lite Arab-Israeli conflict and that the danger goes beyond the 
confrontation states to threaten the stability or the area and indeed the 
Arab Order. 

'Die threat of settling around a million Jews in the occupied territories 
definitely extends to include Syria. Damascus has fought in all Arab- 
Isracli wars, and its lands, the Golan Heights has been annexed by Israel. 

Hence comes the importance of joint Jordanian-Syrian efforts to 
"educate", in the words of Mr Al Qasem, lire rest or the Arabs and the in¬ 
ternational community on this new dangerous development in this re¬ 
gion. 

While we join those calling for the convening of an emergency Arab 
summit conference to discuss the issue, we poim to the fact that the 
fvacc process will in effect he derailed if nothing is done to stop the new 
Jewish influx in the occupied ureas. 

The Arabs must come up with answers as soon as possible to Israel's 
new tie facto move. The demographic map of the area is changing every 
day with the arrival of ulxuit 1500 immigrants to Israel every week. 

Israel is not making a secret of its designs for the future. They include 
the actual removal of Arab inhabit ants from their lands to be replaced by 
lewLxli settlers and the jxissibility of physical expansion into South Leba¬ 
non, parts of Jordan and Syria in order to have access to precious water 
and arable land. 

the ’ I ransfer" scheme is not a new idea to the Israelis. They have been 
toying witli the idea eversincc the six-day war in 1%7. 'Hie Palestinian 
uprising, now moving into iis third year, lias strengthened the arguments 
ot the pro|xuu'iiis ol this scheme. Hie Israeli Right would not hesitate to 
use the new settlers to carry out mass slaughters or Palestinians by pul¬ 
ling the new arrivals in direct confrontation witli them. 

As tor Israel’s quest lor expansion, the past decades have proved that 
nothing can prevent the Zionist state from sending its armies into ncigh- 
! sounng states in order to destabilise and put its hands on their natural re¬ 
sources. Already parts ot South Lebanon are under Israeli occupation. 

I here are tears that with shortage or water in the area in the coming few 
years Israel will be hxiking at Al Yaniiouk river in Jordan and Syria and 
.a other water sources in South Lebanon. 

The exodus of Soviet Jews to Israel has changed the rules of the politi- 
i.tl game in the Middle hast. 1 he question is whether we understand the 
new rules and whether we are doing anything about them. 





To the editor: 


A sickening attitude 


SICKENING IS the indifference with which the Arab governments arc reacting ro the 
influx of Soviet Jews to Israel and the occupied territories. 

Despite the devastating consequences that the new situation will have not only on the 
Palestinians and the peace process in the region but probably on the rest of the Arab 
world, the Arabs have done almost nothing that would indicate their understand!™ of 
the size of the problem. 6 

An Arab summit should be held immediately to decide on the best means for counter 
‘" d the Israeli scheme. For once. Arab diplomacy should prove iu, efficiency by lobbv 
mi; pub he opmton to pressure die Soviet Union into reversing its decision lo allow him 
dreds of thousands of Jews to emigrate to Palestine. 

While there is a Ini that the Arabs can do now'to obstruct such massive exodus of 
Jews to Hie occupted West Bank and Ora, I am not sure ihcy will be able to d„ „ ° 

in t’lfeh homer' 1 ’h 0 "'™ 11 * I ’ a,cs,inilu,s in ord « » “die the new emigrant 


An observer. 



Postscript 


by Osama a-SM 


The speech 



WHEN THE honourable deputy was giv¬ 
en the floor to speak he looked around 
himself to make sure that he had the atten¬ 
tion of all those present. He marched 
down the aisle and climbed up the podi¬ 
um. As he pulled a neatly folded package 
of papers from his vest, his mind was rac¬ 
ing, thinking of the best way to salute the 
spectators around him. 

He hoped that his voice- would not fail 
him al this critical moment. Deep inside- 
lie was confident that what was atom to 
be delivered will attract the attention of 
everyone present. 

As he read loudly the first page of his 
speech his mind began to screen thou¬ 
sands of menial thoughts. This was an im¬ 
portant moment for him. Democracy or 
no democracy he is here lo say what he- al¬ 
ways wanted lo say and it was much. 

Before he got to the- crux of the mailer 
he had a dozen pages to read. The. young 
apprenticed lawyer who wrote the- speech 
was so impressed with it that he promised 
the honourable deputy a standing ovation. 
But the deputy knew that this was against 
regulations. He would expect fellow depu¬ 
ties to congratulate him personally after 
the session was adjourned. As he reached 
page number six he realised that it was 
getting hot and humid. 

His eyes took a leave from die- written 
speech and .searched for the scaled plastic 
cup containing mineral water. He choose 
a suitable paragraph to read in a hieli- 
pitchcd tone before giving himself lew 
swionds to wash-away his thirst with wa- 

As he conUnued his rambling, die hon¬ 
ourable deputy knew that he was not, as 
he had expected, commanding the atten- 
and hr m? house,.. Hss heart heal rapidly 

10 inl ° lbe main 

meme of his speech. So clcvcrlv he 

fe u JW 8 and ralscd bis left 

issue tefora y u“ ** "° W 10 U, ° main 

He could not but notice that a dcoutv 

sn^h hk u . nconsci ously reading his 


which he lived most of his adult life. 

Lire was simple then, before all thishad 
happened. But he liked die idea of becom¬ 
ing a public figure, deliberating with other 
honourable deputies on issues of great im¬ 
portance, and receiving members of his 
constituency to hear their grievances. The 
reason for which lie thought he was cho¬ 
sen as a candidate in the first place was 
hjs abilities as an orator. This fact brought 
him baek lo reality. He was in page 13 
and there were Hi other pages logo. 

He dared to have a glimpse or he 
around him. Ilu- S|\\ikcr was writing 
down some noie.s. liis colleagues were ei¬ 
ther Iis telling or talking to each other. He 
fell unct tin loi table as lie saw two depute 
leaving the chamber. 

As lie fiviised his al tent ion on Ik* 
spceeli beloie him lie noiiced two spelling 
mistakes m die page he was reading.Hib 
lad ten it led him lor lie knew that :is sooq 
as he I mi dies photocopies of Ills speech 
will be distil billed lo the public. He 
ho|K’d, no In* piayed, that no one,csp> 
daily his In an hi table colleague from lk 
same district, will notice the misiakft 
How can he, a school master, make such 
silly emus. It is nnl his fault .lie told him¬ 
self, but that ol the young lawyer. He« 
mad and wanted to iinish his speech a» 
soon as possible. 

But how can lie skip any page now ifa 
lie had jusl Marled dealing with the map 
issues at hand? 

By now lie was not even listening#® 
own voice. His mind was Ixigglcd trying 
to figure- out a solution to that unforli©* 
mistake. 

He gave up on thinking of nn cxco* 
and regained his concentration. He mcB' 
ed lo skip over the two pwagrapta A®' 
mining the silly misspellings. Ana he 0 
1 Iis eyes scanned the faces of dcpuUCSC® 
he noticed no reaction. He fell |*®“ 
with himself and'allowed his miw 
wander again. ... ^ 

By the- lime he was thinking ofM 
functioning motor car, his eyes cflug J 
with the paper toforc him. He 
preaching die end and immediacy 
pulled himself together, raised nts . 
again for no apparent reason and 
eyes to lire public and smiled as ne 
his speech with "wasalamualikumi. ^ 

The Speaker's voice punctuated, . 
moment of silence as the honou^o , 
uly relumed lo his seat. As he rarnws* 
his papers he glanced at ^ 

from the same district and f° r J°. ^ 
son the man was smiling... n0 ‘ 
sniggering. . ..u 

He dried his forehead with a 
chief and began to take notes. - . 
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wnat Ctomes Next? 

By Ibrahim Abu Nab on the television screens 

N1NTEEN-EIG HT Y NINE wits Ute 

ST T It ' n°r r "■ » “surrcetion If thThumnn^'! lT..i h 5. M of condition 


year that was. “For those who like to ™ liSC U from the mougih o hTs real co„S 

roll the taste of history on their ntb.v l - f U ! c human soul and what he oimht tn fin 

tongue," wrote The Economist "this occupying authority^ 0 " againSl “ f^scekcr in order to realise his dfst- 

has been a vintage year though not Things in the world are all a ^ Ians P ur POsc must agree with 
one of ihc grcalcsl. ... It has been a The kingdom or teaven^nr,^™' G ° J d l pu,pose as shown in the Qu™an 

wonderful year, a year your great- l0 one pan of ihc world ^ by , lhc dceds of ‘he Prophet Mu- 

grand childrens schoolbooks will rest. The United hammad - 

munri a uthnlA phtmlnr nn- t. J._ ... United bl3tCS |]S(| lftrf thf» Timm ...Ml __ . 


rc sFtE” t? f ! h a C e 0rld m6 leavc the 

rest The United Slates had led the 


opend a whole chapter on; but it docs world in answering h £ d led the 
not rank witli the great years of hislo- swerine n™ ° r r ^ ther misan ' 
ry. In the great years, something new notTo LT v n7mi' L^ UCSl,0n : t0 1x1 or 
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year has been an erasing year. It did a 
splendid job, clearing the page for 
whatever comes next; but that is not 
exactly the same thing." 

In 1989, one felt that when man 
started to know 
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and the West continued lo prevail, the 
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«K^ rc , wdl comc a hmc, according to 
die Quran when ihc so-called "moun¬ 
tains will be blown up by the mnh. 
Such mountains are not, of course 
real mountains but heaps of false pre¬ 
tensions within ihc soul of man mani¬ 
fested in power blocks. On this micro 
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A summit 
for all issues 

AN ARAB summit conference 
seems to have- become a must in 
hghL of the rapidly changing condi¬ 
tions around us. If Arab countries 
mLcnd to hold a summit on Leba¬ 
non, other issues should be listed on 
tlic agenda of such a conference. It 
is not Lebanon alone which calls for 
a summit. 

Take, for instance, the influx of 
Soviet Jews lo Israel and ihc plans 
to settle them in the occupied Arab 
territories and die repercussions of 
dus immigration on pan-Arab sccur- 

*iy. 

Tlic alarming wind of change in 
die Eastern bloc which resulted in a 
drastic shift in the attitudes of so¬ 
cialist countries towards the Arab- 
Isracli conflict also calls for a high- 
level meeting. In other words, an 
emergency Arab .summit has, |»e- 
| Lome a necessity. Urgent collective 
Arab moves need to he taken to 
cope m a serious manner with these 
development. 

In the beginning, and in order uj 
remove any obstacle which blocks 
common Arab action, a Tull compre¬ 
hensive Arab reconciliation should 
be accomplished. Patching-up the- 
remaining iiuer-Arab differences 
needs to be given top priority in any 
effort lo counter the common chal¬ 
lenges represented by Israel's ada¬ 
mant intent on expansion to estab¬ 
lish "greater Israel", as Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has blunt¬ 
ly put iL 

The growing threat of the Israeli 
right does not exclude any Arab 
country no matter how remote it 
might be from the centre of ihe con¬ 
flict and regardless of how decep¬ 
tively safe it may feel. Of course, 
those who are close to Israel and the 
occupied territories are more direct¬ 
ly threatened and there are impel¬ 
ling reasons which call on them to 
unify their stances against the com- ; 
mmi danger. Ideological or personal 
differences no longer justify the 
continuation of unnecessary splits 
which make it easier for the enemy 
to deal future sudden strikes. 

The Lebanese dilemma needs to 
be tackled by a summit. Peace and 
stability in Lebanon could bo the 
opening for inter-Arab reconcilia¬ 
tion and a unified Arab strategy. 
But Lebanon remains a problem in 
a sea of trouble in which the entire 
Arab world could plunge in the'not 
very far future if the Arabs fail to - 
recognise the danger and do not act 
swiftly and in unison to contain iL 
His Majesty King Hussein was 
tiie first to &enso the. danger stem- . 
ming from massive Soviet Jewish 
emigration and call ,for collective 
Arab moves. In a recent statement, ' 
the Ktng warned that the very depth 
of the Arab , homeland could soon 
become threbtenpd. He stressed jhe 
need for Arab consultation and con- 
tects at the highest level,; What His 
Majesty had' in mind, I .suppose, is-' 
an emergency Arab summit. 
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By Mary Putrick 

Special to Tim Star 

I .ONDON • During ihc five 
years under Rajiv Gandhi as 
prime minister, India's economic 
growth exceeded five per ccni a 
year, industry grew by an aver¬ 
age 8.5 per cent annually and ag¬ 
ricultural output expanded de¬ 
spite drought and other setbacks. 

The policies which led to that 
change - drawn up much before- 
Gandhi succeeded his mother 
when she was assassinated in 
1984 - arc not likely to change 
drastically with the election of 
V.P. Singh to prime ministership 
in November 1989. 

Economic liberalisation under 
Rajiv benefited the middle class¬ 
es but mass poverty remains. It 
was a major election issue which 
contributed tn Rajiv's downfall. 
India's per capita income of 
S300 is less than that of Pakistan 
at S350, or of Sri Irinka at $4CK). 

If u general relief from poverty 
is to be achieved, a better bal¬ 
ance of economic policies will 
l*e unavoidable, according to Dr 
Shreckam Mumhruiii, who 
worked recently with the Over¬ 
seas Development Institute in 
London. 

An annual growth rate of six 
per cent is the official target of 
India’s Eighth Five-Ycar-PI an 
(1990-1995), reflecting confi¬ 
de nee-gained by the much faster 
growth of the 1980s and die 
need to iiuprove welfare. Major 
goals Tor the year 2000 arc self- 
sufficiency in virtually all agri¬ 
cultural requirements, eliminat¬ 
ing absolute poverty, imputation 
growth reduced to replacement 
rate, providing potable water to 
every village, and immunising 
every child. 

"Growth is to he achieved pri¬ 
marily by continuing the 1980s 
policies, Sumbrani says in a 
briefing paper published by the 
institute. 

Singh's government, he says, 
will be concerned wiih familiar 
tasks: managing deficits, arrest¬ 
ing inflationary trends and hold¬ 
ing borrowing to present levels. 
"Devising major new plans is 
unlikely to be a preoccupation," 
he observes. 

But he wains that "fulfilment 
of election promises could cause 
some additional drain olTesourc- 


India-A post-election perspective 
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The policies of liberalisation and re-adjustment must continue undei 
the new government in India if the aims of eliminating poverty and 
achieving self-sufficiency and basic health care for all are to be achieved 

by the year 2000. 
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cs, and substantial increases in 
public debt to finance the deficit 
are likely." 

Samhrurii foresees further 
structural re-adjustments, includ¬ 
ing a depreciation of the rupee 
and relaxation of controls and 
cutbacks in public expenditure to 
bring die economy back on an 
even keel. 

it is often assumed dial Rajiv 
Ciandhi initiated India's econom¬ 
ic liberalism ion when he took 
over after bis mother's assassina¬ 
tion but the process, in fact, lie- 
gun under Indira Gandhi. 

With the Sixth Plan (1980-85), 
a new industrial policy was 
formed aiming to 'make opti- 
muni use of existing capacity,' 
while- technological improve¬ 
ments led to increased output 


and export capacity. On the 
whole, industrialists welcomed 
new measures which relaxed re¬ 
strictions on 'monopoly' units, 
import of technology or equip¬ 
ment, foreign collaboration, lo¬ 
cations, etc. for new and old en¬ 
terprises. Protection afforded to 
public sector production was 
gradually removed. 

However, entrenched bureau¬ 
cracy and increasing foreign cur¬ 
rency shortages led to continu¬ 
ing, though milder, restrictions 
on imports and foreign invest¬ 
ment, resulting in a 'stop-go' lib¬ 
eralisation policy. By 1988-89 
liberalisation appeared to have 
flagged altogether. 

India's agricultural develop¬ 
ment was due mainly to the mas¬ 
sive irrigation of the 1950s and 


1960s, together with the strategy 
of promoting advanced produc¬ 
tion techniques. Government 
support of prices encouraged 
farmers to respond positively to 
the package, but the large subsi¬ 
dies, plus relief against drought, 
further strained the economy. 

There has, however, been a 
10 -fold growth in industrial out¬ 
put since 1950. While India has 
the capability to manufacture 
virtually any product from do¬ 
mestic resources, industrial de¬ 
velopment is unevenly spread. 
Most industry is confined to 
large ernes, such as Bombay and 
Calcutta, while stales such ns 
Maharashtra, Gujarat, West Ben- 
5 aI ' Ta| ni| N a( to, Kama la k and 
Andhra Pradesh show higher de¬ 
grees of industrialisation than 


the northeast. Uttar Pradesh 
Orissa ami most parts or Bihar, ' 

The small domestic market 
with exports limited by uncom- 
pctilivc prices and quality, re- 
stricLs the size of manufacturing 
units to well below economic 
scale. 

While India has been receiving 
about 52 billion annually asoffi. 
eial development assistance, this 
amounts to under S3 per capita 
among the lowest of all develop-’ 
ing countries. As an aid recipi¬ 
ent, Snmhruni believes that India 
is perversely penalised for its 
size, and the extent of its pover- 
ty. If the spread of the 1980s re¬ 
forms is to lie- continued in the 
1990s, creating pockets of mod¬ 
em enterprises will not be 
enough, warns Sambrani. 

The country's population, 798 
million in 1987, and its continu¬ 
ing growth remain a major con¬ 
straint on development. While 
fertility slowly has declined, 
mortality rates have fallen faster. 
Family planning has been only 
hesitantly accepted and attempts 
to impose population policies 
have proved difficult. The aim of 
achieving an average reproduc¬ 
tion rale of 2.3 children per 
couple, appears unrealistic. The 
immediate prospects of a decline 
in population growth are there¬ 
fore slower than expected. 

The general consensus is that 
urban poverty is increasing as 
rural poor migrate to cities in 
search of jobs. Slow growth in 
industrial employment has not 
mitigated the increase. The new 
five-year plan aims broadly at 
best to con win poverty, and 
Singh's government will be hard 
pressed to mobilise the resources 
to do more in the short to medi¬ 
um term. 

India in the 1990s must there¬ 
fore dc|xind on finding internal 
strengths to enhance investment 
and productivity. The critical 
lesson most economists draw 
from die 1980s is ihnt India suf¬ 
fered during the 1970s because it 
remained locked in policies of 
earlier decades. 

If the possibilities of the 1990s 
are u» be converted into real op¬ 
portunities of growth, policies 
looking to the future, rather than 
belated correctives, tire neces¬ 
sary. 
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The compromise formula 
for a world information or¬ 
der, agreed by UNESCO in 
Purls, is unlikely to resolve 
the longstanding dispute 
over the character and role 
of the UN organisation 

By Michele Heresson 
Special lu The Sur 

PARIS - The compromise com¬ 
munication strategy approved by 
The United Nations Educational. 
Scientific and Culiur.il Organiza¬ 
tion (UNESCO), for the first half 
of the 1990s will please few rad¬ 
icals on either side of die (cnee 
and most likely will come in for 
a closer look in the near future, 
according to informed sources. 

Tlic fight for a rational infor¬ 
mation order is not over," said 
one informed source who fol¬ 
lowed the recent deliberations. 

In the compromise formula, 
many old code words about pro¬ 
tection of journalists and govern¬ 
ment licensing and censorship 
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powers have been dispensed 
with. At die same time, the new 
conimuniciiiion programme has 
acknowledged the gulf between 
some media and the public with 
the observation that the public 
should be "educated'” to avoid 
manipulation by the media. 

The new ’communication strat¬ 
egy' reiterates the legitimacy of 
die New World Information and 
Communications Order, but Fe¬ 
derico 'Mayor, director-general 
of the (UNESCO) appears to 
have been successful in watering 
down some of the phraseology. 

Will that be enough to por- 
Miuile Britain and the United 
Stales, among others, to rejoin 
the- organisation? Most experts 
think not, since they believe that 
just as the. compromise calmed 
passions, it also laid ground for 
further conflict. 

. during the general conference 
in November, Mayor fought off 
attempts to revive the lO-year- 
old plans for an information 
charter. Instead, delegates agreed 
to tone down the original text of 


the New World Information Or¬ 
der by adopting a Japanese 
amendment. In the new version 
controversial phrases have been 
rewritten to include the phrase 
"without any obstacle to the free¬ 
dom of expression." 

As the commission adopted 
liK .ncw strategy,' Mayor said, 
/This development is extremely 

“Station in 


mcation infrastructures?!! devel¬ 
oping countries, in order to in- 
crease their participation in the 
communication process 

reactions, 

Kf°ih ba r?e r Tbiam, on bc- 
nalf of the Group of 77 , said, 
the-consensus which has been 
reached is the proof of the ma- 

rnn y Vr 1Sd ° m flnd Sense Of ri 
conces- 


Uii lWF rn organisation m and mutual conces- 

toat UNESCO may finally be. Sion of t h e General Conf™™ 

able to emerge from the bitrer "The text ^ 

controversies of recent years. By adopted fs baWrf *** 
adopting this new communica- open and rnmoderate, 
uon strategy, the member sS hito consideS^^ 
have put UNESCO clearly on and mc interests 

... ~ r y on sensitivities of all th* 


the path of libcrty'and soifdari- 

, UNE SCO said die aim of the 
new strategy* is to improve the 
organisations effectiveness in 
ensuring the free flow of infor¬ 
mation on national and interna 
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Tins satisfaction," the Com 
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agreed language on what is es¬ 
sential, namely freedom and sol¬ 
idarity. The free flow of in for- 
■nation at international as well as 
national levels is reaffirmed as 
an unconditional jrrinciple as for¬ 
mulated in the constitution. 

"It is made dear that the 
search for a wider and better bal¬ 
anced dissemination of informa¬ 
tion should be understood with* - 
out any obstacles to the freedom 
of expression. This position is of 
major importance to us, as IS 
also the particular stress put on / 
the freedom of the press as we®.,. 
as the independence, the divefSJ’ :■ 
ty and the pluralism of the, ■ 
dia. The development of the me*;:. 
dia, whether public or 
wil| receive equal attcnliOt),' 

"The strengthening of dfcfj!; 
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■. operation, in a spirit of 'sdjiqpj; r ' 
',[y, is presented as a funddmw 
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communication and lb,got,BWa 
benefit from this '■£ 
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Soviet Jews: 

No longer a dribble 


PLANE-LOADS of Soviet Jews 
continued to arrive in Israel this 
week despite Arab protests and 
condensations over the effect of 
Israeli plans to settle one million 
Jewish immigrants in the occu¬ 
pied territories during the com¬ 
ing five years. 

The present rate of influx has 
been estimated ai between 1300 
and 2400 per month. Most of the 
Russian emigrants arc arriving 
via Moscow or other Eastern Eu¬ 
ropean capitals. The mass exo¬ 
dus has upsurged in the last few 
months after Moscow relaxed iLs 
exist visa regulations for the so- 
called "refusniks." 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir has made it clear that Is¬ 
rael needs the occupied Arab ter¬ 
ritories to absorb thousands of 
newly-arrived Jewish families. 
Observers estimate that between 
750,000 to one million immi¬ 
grants will be settling in Israel 
ami the occupied territories; die 
West Bank and Gaza, over die 
coining six years thus increasing 
lire Jewish population by a fifth." 


In the past the majority of So¬ 
viet Jews leaving the Soviet Un¬ 
ion preferred to head directly to 
the United Stales, Canada and 
Australia. But since the United 
States has announced that it is 
imposing a quota on Jews emi¬ 
grants, Israel has made sure that 
emigrants leaving the Soviet Un¬ 
ion head directly to the occupied 
territories. Beginning this year a 
direct air link was established 
beLween Moscow and Tel Aviv 
for this purpose. 

BuL in an interview with the 
Jordan Times »his week, an 
American Embassy spokesman 
in Amman said dial the United 
Stales expects to accept 50,(XX) 
Soviet-emigrants during 1990. 
He said this figure represents an 
increase of 25 per cent over 
1989 figures. 

While the Arabs, in particular 
Jordan and the Palestinian lead¬ 
ership (PLO), see the flood of 
Soviet Jews into Israel and die 
occupied territories as a blow to 
the peace process and a prelude 
to executing die Israeli "trans¬ 


fer'' scheme (see interview on 
page 4), some Western observers 
believe that Israel will face enor¬ 
mous financial and social diffi¬ 
culties in absorbing and rehabili¬ 
tating the newcomers. The 
United States has made it clear 
that it will not allow its aid mon¬ 
ey to Israel (currendy running at 
about 3 billion annually) to be 
used in settling immigrants in 
the occupied territories. But this 
official US policy docs not seem 
to have deterred the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment from going ahead with 





its plans. 

The Jewish Agency has an¬ 
nounced last year that the cost of 
sclding 100,000 Soviet Jews 
over the next three years would 
be $2 billion. Agency officials 
said they hoped most of the 
funding will come from the 
United States. 

"We should exercise pressure 
on the nations of die world to 
stop this, 1 ' Faisal Al Husscini 
told reporters last week. He was 
recently detained by the Israeli 
authorities on die accusation of 
._ helping 


wm 


ian uprising, but was later re¬ 
leased pending investigations. 

Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip observed a wide¬ 
spread strike last week to protest 
against the surging influx of So¬ 
viet Jews to Israel. Israel expects 
50,000 emigres to reach Israel 
during this year. 

"Before, people were just talk¬ 
ing about dribbles of immigra¬ 
tion but now they are- talking 
about almosL a million Jews 
coming in ibis country and in a 
very short time. That is almost 
as many Palestinians as there are 
in the West Bank, said Sari Nus- 
scibch, a Palestinian historian al 
UirZeit University. 
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About 50.000 Soviet Jews will arrive In 
Israel this ynar.Total number of Immi¬ 
grants to be absorbed during the com¬ 
ing five years Is set at one million. This 
is the most serious emit since the Pal¬ 
estinian uprising broke out in 1907. 
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THE SOVIET ini migrants from 
Leningrad had been in Israel 
only 48 hours, and here in Ariel, 
one of the West Bank's largest 
Jewish setdements their suitcas¬ 
es still sat unpacked in an other¬ 
wise- empty bedroom. But the 
couple- already spoke with die 
conviction of hardened Israeli 
nationalists. 

. W c know about the problems 
in the territories," said Valery 
Usyshkin, a 27-ycar-old physi¬ 
cist who came here Iasi week 
with her husband, Vitaly, a 29- 
year-old engineer. "But the Jew-' 
*sn population in the territories 
musL grow." 

.to, the last few months, about 
40 Soviei Jewish families have 
moved to Ariel, a settlement of 
almost 10,000 people, and doz¬ 
ens more are moving into sever- 
J. setdements in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

rwi lS e ^ u8t . a from die 

ood of Soviet Jews moving to 
«racl at a rate of more than 
LWO a week. More than 400 im- 
arrived on a chartered 
ci At flight last week, and if 
S ^ typical, only 1 to 2 per 
n i of them will choose to 
m ove to the West Bank or Gaza. 

mum 1 Flpkfe or no, the move¬ 
ment of Soviet Jews to the occu- 
L c „ territories in any numbers 
as created a tempest. 

p". ! he las t several days, the 
? Egypt, the Foreign 
jJJSp 1 ’ °f Jordan, the head of a 
. ^tinian guerrilla' 
ft ^ Palestinian residents 
me^tories have all threat- . 
RovSm 5136 ’ The United States 
U*** h as complained as . 

SwittiSS 8 * 1 lhe perce htage of 
lemtori« miKant? movin g to the . 
.ESp 18 small, if 750,000,“- 

ncxt C fi eWsmiive t0 io the 

S f ® w 7o»s, ;as foe gQverp- . 
theiE! , ^. the population of 
several dozen West Bank and i 
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Gaza xetdcmcnis, now just over 
70,000, will rise by as much as 
20 per cent - even without tire 
normal growth of the settlement 
population. More than 2.IKJ0 Is¬ 
raeli fiunilics moved to the Wc.si 
Bank and Gaza Strip last year. 

"Those who arc concerned 
about stability in the region must 
surely realise that when Israel 
intends to absorb such a large 
number of people into the occu¬ 
pied territories, tiiis could only 
disturb the peace process," Mar- 
wan Al Qasem, die Jordan For¬ 
eign Minister, said. 

In a strike Iasi week, Palestini¬ 
ans in the occupied territories 
closed their stores and stayed 
home from work to protest the 
influx of Sovict-Jews. 

Mustafa Natsheh, a former 
mayor of Hebron, explained the 
Palestinian anger. 

"Israelis are against the right 
of return for Palestinians to the 
areas, and yet at the same time 
they are injecting; the area with 
immigrant Jews, he said in an 
interview. "We want to have our 
Palestinian stale alongside Israel 
and settle the Palestinian refu¬ 
gees there. But the immigration 
of Jews from abroad will change 
the demography, the face of the 
occupied areas.". 

Mr Natsheh was one of 30 Pal¬ 
estinian leaders who signed a 
protest letter last week to the 
consuls general of the United 
States and other Western coun¬ 
tries in occupied Jerusalem. 

"In this 1 land of limited re¬ 
sources and capacities, foe state* 
ment said , 1 "clearly foe influx of 
immigrants will be simply an ad¬ 
ditional step in the process of 
dispossession of. the Palestini¬ 
ans.-" 

If. not for Prime Minister YiK 
zhak Shamir,,it is possible, that 
few people Would nave noticed 
foe itnckJe' of Soviet Jews mpv-.: 
ing to the West Bank.- Earlier „ 


this month lie argued 
dial Israel needed to ■ 
hold omo die uccu- n. 

pied lerriturics be- 

cause it would need - . 

lhe kind lor xeLdiiig 
Soviei Jews. He ®fA ^ fl 

backed away from ' I 

die statement the next rjf \ 

day, after a barrage of afi sajfflpE. 

strong denunciation 

Almost nil Israeli B ^ 

government officials I shB /Jf. i#- 

who are on the right "•. |K -Js m 

of Lhe political spec- H--. 1- ULtmH&h- ■ 

trum, including Mr 
Shamir, say that Soviet Jews dement. They chose Ariel be¬ 
have the right to live wherever cause "we knew it was beautiful, 
they want - in the city of Tel the climate was good, and there 
Aviv, in the northern border 
town of Mctulla or in Ariel. . . . . . 

"Of course we'd want them to 
stay with us," said Yisrael Harel, VZra nr* 

heii of the Council of Jewish i icHIC 

Settlements. "But if not, we'll • 

still see it as an achievement of Sly MCO 
the whole Jewish people if 
they'll be absorbed in Tel Aviv tcd * A ror 
and Netanya, too, and not just in Jf ™"7 

zim" I software and 

Uri Gordon, head of the ab- ■ io l"JrS* ar |Ji 

sorption department in the Jew- opn ‘ nI 

ish Agency, the quasi- Sco^e. 

government organisation largely uM despite an 

responsible for sealing Soviet aspiinlshmehi 

Jews, suggests that for most of An official 1 

the new Soviet arrivaLs,. "com- e d by Prof, i 

fori and luxury’’are lhe most im- Computer Scl 

porianL considerations when Ministry in.o 

they choose where; to Uve: "The ' discuSs tbe coi 
services one gets in Th& territo- hope work cai 
; ries aren't like those imthe cen- Supercompi 

tral region of the country," he . cess calculate 
. said. "And that's a decisive fpc- • ; pylers^ The / 

f. : for T in the immigrahl's decision In handjjng rt 

■, of where iq live." ^ 

' But ;fop Usyshkips .said they ' .T«e 
i knew before leaving Leningrad 


-^-^1': - , 


are no Aralv; in 
town" said Mr. 
Usyshkin. 

Mrs UxvshLm 


probiem ^ and 

cslinians' con- 
territories arc 

HB ing the Old Tes¬ 
tament names 
for the West Bank. "Doesn't this 
tell you something? n 
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, -'knew before leayipg Leningrad-. 
• "that they, wanted to| live jn a set- ! 


France-lsrael science pact 
signed despite EC sanctions 

ISRAEL AND FRANCE will each spend $500,000 over 
the next two years for joint research in supercomputer 
software and hardware, and a further $500,000 each For 
joint research in biotechnology. 

Israel's Science and Technology , Ministry director- 
general Arye Shumer said that the accords show that scl- . 
entific co-operation with the European Community contin¬ 
ues despite an EC decision to limit scientific ties with Tsrael 
as punishment for its policies in the territories. 

An official French delegation of computer experts head¬ 
ed by Prof. : Alain Ben-Shoshaq of the French National ■ 
Computer Sciences Research Institute met at the Science 
Ministry in.occupied Jerusalem with, an Israeli team, to 
discuss the computer research programme. They safd they 
hope work can begin as early as this summer. 

Supercomputers, made only in the: US and Japan, pro- . 
cess calculations at many times the speed of ordinary com* 

. ppters. The American goverpmeut recently halted delays 
’ In handling requests.to purchase supetcomputers by sevevr •- 
al Israeli universities and i he Israel Military Industries. '. 

The French minister of research and technology visited 
. Israel Ja§t May at' the invItaUpn of lsraeli Science arid • 
Technology Minister E^r Wei?*ian, 
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Holy City with a turbulent history 


In 1980 Israel proclaimed 
the two halves of Jerusalem 
as its new capital, defying 
objections of the interna¬ 
tional community. But in 
historical terms the provoc¬ 
ative move was the latest in 
a series of measures and 
countermeasures that have 
marked Jerusalem's turbu¬ 
lent history. 


By Maggie James 

Special U>The Star 

LONDON - The historic city of 
Jerusalem - unique for its associ¬ 
ation with the three great mono¬ 
theistic religions of the world • 
has suffered a chequered history. 
Lauded in hymns tind songs, it 
lias for centuries been a centre of 
pilgrimage for Muslims, Chris¬ 
tians and Jews, but it hus also 
undergone diverse occupations, 
suffered much destruction and 
been the scene of considerable 
bloodshed. 

Revered by the Jews since it 
was captured by King David 
around 1000 BC, by Christians 
ns the scene of Christ's crucifix¬ 
ion and by Muslims as the third 
holy city of Islam (after Mecca 
and Medina), Jerusalem is truly 
a city with a singular history. 
This is discussed in all its fasci¬ 
nating and grim detail in "Jerusa¬ 
lem in History" published by 
Scorpion Publishing and edited 
by Dr. K.J. Asali, himself a na¬ 
tive of Jerusalem and author of 
six books on the Islamic heritage 
of the city. 

The bciok offers a chronologi¬ 
cal account of Jerusalem from 
3000 BC to 1987 AD written by 
eight internationally eminent 
scholars plus Asali himself. In 
its entirety Jerusalem in History 
forms a comprehensive study of 
a city whose experience is a mix¬ 
ture, in Asali's words, of "glories 
and catastrophes.” 

Asali is a former director of 
the University of Jordan Library. 
The contributors include H.J. 
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Britain and Jordan. to date, declares that 1917 ^ 

In die first century BC Jerusa- fateful for its inhabitants bee/ 
lem was the capital of a Jewish it marked the end of over^i 

state. Later, Roman rule meant years of Arab and Turkish £ 

persecution for Christians, their lint rule, which had been IJ* 
beliefs and destruction of nipted only briefly by feXf 
church buildings. But under die sailers. That year,'PateZ 
Unman F.mnernr Constantine. 
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Fninken, professor emeritus of 
Leiden University; George E. 
Mendenhall, professor emeritus 
at the University of Michigan, 
John Wilkinson, former director 
of the British School of Archae¬ 
ology in Jerusalem; Abdul Aziz 
Duri, professor of Islamic Histo¬ 
ry at the University of Jordan; 
Mustafa A. Hiyari, from the his¬ 
tory department of that universi¬ 
ty; Professor Donald P. Little, 
director of the Institute of Islam¬ 
ic Studies at McGill University, 
Montreal; the late Alexander 
Scholch, from the university of 


Erlangen, West Germany, and 
Michael C. Hudson, director of 
the Centre of Contemporary 
Arab Studies and Seif Ghobash, 
professor of government and in¬ 
ternational relations at George¬ 
town University. 

. Among the names by which 
Jerusalem has been or is still 
known are Aelia Capitolina, Bait 
Al-Maqdis, Al-Quds, Salem, Sa¬ 
lim, Shalem, and Umsalem. It 
has been under the rale of the 
Roman, Persian and Ottoman 
empires and the Crusaders 
(Franks) - and latterly Palestine, 


church buildings. But under die 
Roman Emperor Constantine, 
who ruled in the fourth century 
AD and favoured the Christian 
faith, there was a transformation. 

Churches were built at die 
state's expense. "Jerusalem was 
thus tur jd from a Roman city 
with 1 jy little interest to die 
Empire into a city of great im¬ 
portance. The history of the city 
is thus largely to be understood 
in terms of its Chrisdaniiy, and 
as a centre of pilgrimage," as¬ 
serts John Wilkinson. 

KJ. Asali describes in detail 
life in Jerusalem during the long 
Ottoman rule over the city. In 
the 16th century, he reveals, die 
great majority of the population 
were Muslim naUves of Jerusa¬ 
lem, i.e. Arabs, but there was a 
small percentage of Muslims 
who chose to move to the Holy 
City from various Islamic and 
Arab countries, such as North 
Africa, Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Tur¬ 
key, Bosnia (in present-day Yu¬ 
goslavia), India, Iran and several 
countries of Central Asia. 

"The Christians were not, and 
were not regarded by die slate, 
as one single community," says 
Wilkinson "They were divided 
into a number of denominations 
and nationalities: Latins, Greek 
Ordiodox, Armenians, Copts, 
Abyssinians, Serbs, Syrians, 
Georgians, etc. The majority of 
Christians, however, were Greek 
Orthodox Arabs." 

There were five main branches 
of industry in the city at die 
lime: food industries (oil- 
processing, grain-grinding, fruit- 
processing, man u lac lure of sesa- 
me ctc._, textile and dying in¬ 
dustry, leather industry, soap 
manufacture (there were nine 
soap factories), and metal (iron 
and copper) workshops. 

Michael C. Hudson, who 
brings the story of Jerusalem up 


Jerusalem, began three yca^i 
dcr British military admis^l 
non. 

"It has been a double transTa-j 
"union: on the political level ft 
total replacement of indip*! 
Arab and Turkish rule by itajj 
Zionist-Jewish newcomers; g! 
on the social level, thee * 1 
meni of a modem fortress t* : 
whose, physical aspects, d® 
graphic ’revolution' and Wests 
acculturation have envelo®, 
and almost overshadowed ft 
Arab character of the city.’® 
Hudson. 

And what of conlempoaiyk; 
ru salcm, the eastern hlfr 
which was seized by Israel ini' 
June- 1967 war and curreml) i 
the scene of violent clashes ft 
tween Israelis and Palestinian 
Hudson warns: "Despite t 
present image of normality e 
prosivrity, to anyone with j 
sense of history Jerusalem in 
city in danger. £ 

"PirsL, it is endangered v 
the- further dilution of its Ari 
Islamic heritage. Second,it. 
endangered by the failure oil 
those concerned with and fonli 
city to solve the deep polity 
conflict of which Jerusalem: 
both symbol and victim.'’ He: 
pessimistic that in the diam 
looms the probability of 5' 
Arab-lsrncli wars, in which to 
salem might endure far mow4 
stniction than it has in p 3 Stcc 
flicis. 

It seems that Jerusalem isfe 
to 1 * a city of controversy a'- 
conflict, as it has been forK: 
centuries past. 

Jerusalem In history. M 
by KJ. Asali, Scot* 
Publishing Limited, m. 
pp 295. | 


Liana Badr - Novelist with a cause 


By Sybil Bernier-Hart 

Special to The Star 

LONDON - In Liana Badr’s 
novel. A Compass for the Sun¬ 
flower, the itinerant Palestinian 
woman moves back and forth 
between two worlds - changing 
and cherished - as she comes to 
grips with her predicament and 
the ultimate tragedy of her life. 

Jinan, child, teenager and 
inothcr-to-bc, a denizen of the 
West Rank, Amman and Beirut, 
in that order roughly, might be 
representative of hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians and yet 
lie a metaphor for the collective 
experience of a people. 

It is above all a tale told sim¬ 
ply and powerfully. The poetry 
of Bad*V, narrative lias been suc¬ 
cessfully rendered into English 
by Catherine Cobhnm. Liana 
Badr is a Tunis-based Palestini¬ 
an writer already well-known for 
her Arabic writing. 

She hjLS written regularly for 
the An'bic-language A1 Hurriya 
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Palestinain writer Liana Badr has produced a lyrical - and metanhori- 

- • ■— - '-asawsr ■'-» - m 


political review for more than 15 
years. Her fiction includes short 
stories and works for children. 

In a Compass for the Sunflow¬ 
er, Badr has used the instrument 
of her lyricism to convey a seri¬ 
ous message: of lives lorn apart, 
families and friendships brought 
to a violent end by war and oc¬ 
cupation, and the quest or one 
individual - Jinan - to And coher¬ 
ence in her life. 

The narrative of A Compass 
for the Sunflower nows back- 
wards and foiwuid in time and 
.space between several episodes 
or recent Palestinian history. 
From the traumatic events of the 
Arab-Isroeli war of June 1967, 
which brought the Palestinian in¬ 
habitants of East Jerusalem, the 
West Bank and Gaza under di¬ 
rect Israeli military rule, to the 
unfolding of the crisis in Leba- 



riSlT aslhevehide 

Palestine and Palestinians^ 


Thenoyel shiftstoBeirut, now 
he. centre of Palestinian resis- 
£nce, where Sabrp arid Shalila 
• refugee chmp^ had been in exfc- 
, . Fence since after the 1948,war/ 


and where the episodes W 
Jinan arc loo 
placed anywhere 
context of the s.luOT ^: 
isled before the civil war or, 

10 Liana* Badr is an 
Palestine Liberation 
and has worked fcrgj 
with Palcsrinian.won^T 

TSiSSSS 

^Buf her work is 
ganda iract; it corT J e f he . D iirfJi 

lyrical rendiuoq of^K 

a people on-lhft l 
rising! 

happened now 

two years 

that it willspawn 

lure, perhaps^iliJvgQ 

bution 
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Middle East 


Jordan's foreign minister: 

'We have a very healthy 
relationship with the PLO 1 


Continued From Page 4 seeds were sown in the early fif¬ 
ties in the Treaty of Rome and in 
less credence to the Israeli mili- 1992 you arc going to sec a sin- 

lary machine and I am sure Is- glc Europe politically, financial- 

raci will be affected by US bud- ty, economically in every aspect, 
eeiary cuts in the future. The I dank the Arabs started 10 real- 


getary cuts in the future. The 
Soviet threat has been minimised 
and therefore there- is a more re¬ 
laxed and assured feeling in the 
United States and this would 
translate itself in lessening their 
military dependence and military 
expenditures. 

Besides, a country like die- 
United Slates has more problems 
to deal with at home; the prob¬ 
lem of the 3 million American 
homeless, the problem of drugs 
not to mention the huge deficit 
that (the US) will have to tackle 
in one way or another... we are 
going to see more and more culs 
in American budget especially in 
their military budget. 


I think the- Arabs started to real¬ 
ise the importance of group- 
jjSJ;- This is why you have the 
CiCC, the Maghreb Union and 
the ACC. 

Europe will continue to be the 
most important continent that we 
have to deal with in terms of our 
trade, our security, our strategy, 
our cultural, industrial and eco¬ 
nomic relations. If a state ac¬ 
cepts to be singled out then in 
the end no matter how wealthy 
its is it will pay dearly. 

Q\ Our group, namely the ACC, 
will coinplcic one- year of its ex¬ 
istence in February, do you see it 
as approaching its'targets and 


mems mid if so it will be some- practical ways. 1 look for the in- 

thing that we respect and hon- lerest of Jordan and how best I 

0uf ' can help the Palestinian brethren 

n .... . , and they respect this. We have a 

r r ™ 1 Lhc .‘ orci 8 n policy very healthy relationship, 
ot the ACC regarding issues like There were in the past many 
Lebanon for insiance? inputs that crcmcd unhealthy sit- 


A: We have a very clear position 
by die ACC on regional issues 
and oilier international issues. 
The four countries arc very co¬ 
herent in their position on Leba¬ 
non. I refer you to the commu¬ 
nique- that was issued in 
Alexandria last year on die uni¬ 
fied position of the fournn Leba¬ 
non and the same goes lor Iran- 
Iraq (confiicO and for the Arah- 
Israeli conflict and the Palestini¬ 
an issues. So I think we have a 
most coherent policy on Arab 
national issues and we work 
closely with the GCC mid die 
Arab Maghreb because all of 


So there is 

'** w m as ° ttl y natural that Jordan would give the Pales- 
suit of the tinians every possible help and to see to it that the 
SSX Palestinian personality, the Palestinian rights , the Pal- 
pc we are estinian attachment is with the Palestinian leadershin" 

lino to <u»i» I 


already a feel- "It WQS 

ing that as a - 

result of the tltlian 

developments Palestitl 
in Eastern Eu- , 0 

rape we are estlfliail 
going to see 
more of an in¬ 
ward looking (by the US) to what is the. next major step to be 

tackle its domestic problems., taken hy die ACC? 

what we sec today is a new ball- A: 1 think what we have aceoni- 

gamc.. we see for the first time plislied in the last year is really 

in modem history only one su- monumental. I is results are not 

prolate. There is another super- yet out for people to feel but I 

stale in the making which is Eu- am sure dial in the coming sum- 

rope. mil there will be a re-assessment 

of the agreements (hat have been 
Q: Since you mentioned Eurojic, signed, which I would call the 

what will be your strategy as a principles of co-operation 

country and as a member of die amongst Lhc four countries. 

ACC to deal with the new cco- The priorities of those agree- 
nomic superpower which will ments would have to be re- 

emerge after 1992 in Europe? examined to give the most nced- 
A\ If East Europe could merge cd issues the priority to deal 

with West Europe then we as Ar- with, like transportation widiin 

abs should have been way ahead lhc four countries or how to im- 

IB Wrirfttnn 1_-i_ . a nm-Min iniir*!pm nnri atirnnrOITO 


JJ m «ging because by the end of 
pe day Arab interests are going 
■? *5 onc and the same, be it in 
me Gulf or here or in North Afri- 
M. Tnis is the lime when the Ar- 
Jps have to look for their own 
Benefit and security. They have 
5 ‘°ok .and, deal with ihe world 
a unit. No matter how rich a 
2?y fp ulcl . be. it cannot deal 
unilaterally with the rest oC eco¬ 
nomic groupings. The EEC start- 
_ close to 40 years ago... the 


prove tourism and encourage 
common intercsL.. There is no 
onc country Lliai is going to reap 
benefits at the expense of others. 
It's an ongoing process for the 
benefit of die group. 

Q: How would the unification of 
the two Yemens affect the 
ACC? 

A: We welcome the unity abso¬ 
lutely. A unified Yemen will be 
an issue to be discussed by Ye- 


our positions cm;uialc from Arab 
summits (resolutions'). 

Q: How would you describe 
your relationship with the PLO 
at this stage? 

A\ I honestly believe dial we 
have an excellent relationship 
and 1 think we have left behind 
us many of the elements that at 
times created doubts and fears... 
Jordan responded to the request 
of the PLO that anything pertain¬ 
ing to the West Bank and Gaza 
be done through the PLO.. 
and this has been a position sup¬ 
ported by all Arabs including 
Jordan. It was only natural that 
Jordan would give the Palestini¬ 
ans every possible help and to 
see to it that the Palestinian per¬ 
sonality, the Palestinian rights, 
the Palestinian attachment is 
with the Palestinian leadership 
and this is what brought about 
the disengagement (from the 
West Bank). We have been co¬ 
ordinating and exchanging views 
without any inhibitions or sensi¬ 
tivities... we talk candidly with 
each other, we look at matters in 


unlions lx?tween the PLO and 
Jordan. For example, let me 
sight die Jordan-PLO accord that 
was signed in 1985 and lasted 
for one year. Now that die PLO 
is dealing with die issue directly 
and the Arabs are sup[>oriing ihe. 
PLO's position there- is no way 
that onc can get lhc impression 
that I am trying to lake the 
PLO's pari or the PLO is trying 
t» take the part of Jordan in die 
West Bank ami Gaza. All along 
Jordan's position regarding die 
West Bank from 67 till 88 ... on 
was how can we retrieve die 
West Bank not to incorporate ii 
as part of Jor- 

} 6 Poles- 4141,1 but to 

. , f give it to its 

Ot tflC lawful inliabi- 

PfiU KM,|S - lhis 

; /M / y l wils the main 

worship " Many 

parries have 
tried to poison 
a growing relationship between 
us and the PLO; some- of these 
parries were from within our 
own Aral) World, sometimes 
from die outside. And every-time 
we felt we had overcome a hur¬ 
dle we found two oilier hurdles 
in place. 

After 1988 decisions taken hy 
the PNC and the recognition of 
all the world including the Unit¬ 
ed Stales (of the PLO) there was 
no way but to start a dialogue 
with the PLO. We will do every 
thing to enhance the chances of 
peace based on the formula of an 
Israeli withdrawal from the oc¬ 
cupied territories in return for a 
comprehensive peace... it is not a 
Palestinian-Israeli peace but an 
Arab-Israeli peace.... a peace 
where there has to be withdrawal 
from Syria, from Lebanon, from 
parts of Jordan in the south and 
the occupied territories; Gaza 
and the West Bank. Everyone 
has to speak for himself within 
the context of a comprehensive 
settlement... But one has to ad¬ 
dress the focal point namely the 
Palestinians. 


Children sold to sheikhs as camel jockeys 


By Aisha Ram 

Special to The Star 

Indla " Six chi1 ' 
aEAHS ^“SSled to Dubai, 
Iries ar ^ 0Lher Gulf coun- : 
tha »i°, nde m cam el races for; 
ha w ?k!!? enient of local sheikhs, 
poifc^" ^ued by the Indian: 

C rh« ff e were “ young as I ; 
°S *** eldest was ten. . : • .:! 

chiiE W be hundreds ir^ore: 
from i£ oni India » as. well as'. 
^Pakistan, Bangladeshi Sri?. *- r 

So havJ j!^ . and: Malaysia : 

by Steady been bought: • 

ished impoyer- . 

of Ibem to agents ; :- 

■waSSfete Rs wo 

•: cases, there is rioddlr 


right sale. Parents are told that 
the boys will be educated' in 
English and 06 odd jobs, like 
caring for camels. In return, par-, 
ents receive Rs 400 (about 
US$25) monthly. , . ; i 

Children have been taken from 

Chum, in Rajastan, which faced 
drought for four: successive years 
until 1988, and from the poor 
Muslim areas of Hyderabad,.^ 
capital of Andhra. I^radssn .m 
South • Indiia. Cftjldrert-are proba- ; 
bly being l exported from otner, 


beinfe lutod to the Gulf coiflfrjte, 
and Sometimes; tqrpired: 
have sent 'Shock Wflves:;lhrough- ? 
out India.,;Irt)m^ra0qn.authm^ 
ties arqnpW' cheo^ngtite QOgfh • 






. of all young children going to 
the Arab world. 

The demand is for young, 
lightweight^ children. The lighter 
the. child,, the faster the camel 
can run. For tlie : races, young 
children are tied to.the camels. 
The wails and screams as the tcr- 
? rifled children pumiifiel the cam¬ 
els and jilt out, with their feel 
. frighien the camels and make 
: them run faster. r ; 

V • Childrep say. ; they . were- 
whipped:,,and Igiven , electric 
shocks beforemOuming the cam- 

■ els. Some arC'injpi^d or maiined ; 
in the;races' and given cash com-:: 
„ "'^peiisaribh^ ; 

[i.'The pgdd^as Uncovered re- 
;; cemiy:. m i New Delhi v when Ra- 
2 WarHus- 

. r.= : - tISJrv-. ^ ,v: 

' ;"vV ' 


sain, 40, of Churu in Rajastan, 
were anested by the police at 
Delhi airport with Habib, aged 
five, and Pandiya, seven. The 
police became suspicious be¬ 
cause the children looked much 
younger than the ages given in 
their passports. The agents con¬ 
fessed to receiving Rs 18,000 
($1,200) por child from an Arab 
Sheikh in Abu Dhabi. The docu¬ 
ments ,of five other children were 
recovered frritri them. 

, The Interpol wing of the Cen¬ 
tral Bureau, of Investigalion ini 
India is pipblng this trade in 
young children.] But officials arc 
finding it difficult; to halt. the 
practice because poverty^ 
stricken parents and relatives 
collude with (fhild traders, ■ ! 


The new 
demographic 
factor 

SOME WESTERN analysts 
struck a note of pessimism 
earlier this week over what 
they described us Israel's 
new hardened stance on the- 
efforts to achieve peace in 
the region. They attributed 
this new' Israeli posiiion to 
an emerging sense of confi¬ 
dence, especially in the eli¬ 
des of lhc Israeli Right, 
over the flood of Soviet 
Jews who started streaming 
into Israel by die thousands. 

In other words, the direct 
and imniediiiic effect of this 
uncontrolled Soviet Jewish 
set lien icnl on Palestinian 
land is a fundamental tough¬ 
ening in the altitudes of die 
Israeli Right regarding the 
[icacc process. 

It is dear that the -Israeli 
Right has been buying time- 
all along, and now with the 
introduction or this new 
demographic factor repre¬ 
sented in the influx of Soviet 
Jews. Shamir and his adher¬ 
ents feel that they mn con¬ 
tinue with their foot- 
dragging indefinitely. 

It is no secret "that the 
demographic factor was oj 
great concern to many Israe¬ 
lis. We all remember the 
continued lamentation made 
by many Israeli leaders over 
the past few years over what 
they called the Arab demo¬ 
graphic Lime-bomb. But now 
that die Soviet Jewish settle¬ 
ment in the occupied territo¬ 
ries is beginning to tip the 
scale in Israel's favour, we 
may say there is a whole 
new ball game in the demo¬ 
graphic arena. Israel's al¬ 
ready procrastinating atti¬ 
tude has hardened even 
more, and the heroic people 
of the Intifada we left to 
fight an increasingly violent 
and defiam enemy all alone. 
But is there anything that the 
Arabs can do to combat this 
new threat? 

To start with, the Arabs 
should urge a world-wide 
campaign of awareness, 
even if they have to call for 
an emergency session for 
the SecuriLy Council to point 
out the dangers of Lhis new 
factor of Jewish-Soviet emi¬ 
gration. If Soviet Jews have 
the right to leave the land of 
their forefathers. and choose 
another spot of land os their 
neiy ’home', they definitely 
do not have the right to set¬ 
tle in a 'disputed! land to say 
the least.. ■ 

■ It is clear that jtsrael is,'tyr¬ 
ing' about this issue,; claim¬ 
ing that Soviet Jews do not • 
settle in the occupied territo¬ 
ries. But this is m>t the first • 
lithe Israel resorts tip lying 
and fabrications to cover up : 
its tme intentions. This new 1 
factor qhould shake (lie Arab 
world into faking to the 
challenge arid to shouldering 
its responsibilities before It 
is too late. ‘ ■. 
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People and 



SIIOWINli TONIGHT ClhtiiNthiy> ;it tin- Knyal Culluial Centre (R(X') is apiece of French theatre enii- 
llcil "CXnwiis." On an CAliausiiup two-year world lour tlic group, [he 'Mario Con/ale/. Company" offers in 

:.I..!.■ ..I.,..I.:.I.-.- i.imiliniT nml GVimiJKlirS . 


I HU i. ninini vni *|ii w .Mhuiai nij, * 1 ■ • / j'.«n i»«ui mv ... ..;- i ^ 

its acirlaiiiicd show a mi Mure of comedy, mime, acmhalics, juggling and gymnastics. 

An obvious "physical and visual" .show “Clowns" is tailored inglohul presentation underlying to make 
people laugh wherever ii goes by "acting die clown" in a mish-mash of mockery and emotiuns carefully 
staged by its producer and director Marin (Jon/alc. Ihc actors Vincent Rouilic, a comedian and theatre di¬ 
rector, Norinand Feaulcux comedian mid ttincer and Marc Proulx, comedian and acrobat, bring their vir¬ 
tuosity to Mario Cion/alc/s distinct theatre language. 


persona to 
techniques 


ivv, 1 1 INI | m.-*- UIUIUUI 4IIIJ V-llllAJIlIlV. Ul.muvm'ini NUlunig, l»‘ HW UUJIWU u LVIV 

make up, costumes and three red noses relic on their powers to give us an hour and half of rollercoaster 
fun und tears. The show starts at 8 pm. Tickets JD 3, students half price. 



All designs stressed on the use 
of satin and various other 
applications of sitk. 


The Far 


By GARY LARSON 


Thatdo« ,t ywna iw! j 

1 b Jrd .tut .« v 

cW- !■« be shwMy'.. ) 
Suess M’a t.rwferore aF / 
our appointments!' 



Suddenly, socamf-chair granils rock's jaalousy of 
llrst'Cltalr gran its rock becomes u neon laina bis. 



The paranllng advantages of dentists 




First Arab Rostrum 
to be held in Amman 

A series of Arabic concerts will 
mark the 12th biennial meeting 
of the Arab Academy of Music- 
and the first Arab Music Ros¬ 
trum (AMR), all to be held in 
Amman 3-5 February. 

The AMR will be organised by 
the Arab Academy of Music 
(funded by llie Arab League) and 
the International Music Council 
- UNESCO with the participa¬ 
tion of the Arab Suues Broad¬ 
casting Union and die National 
Music Conservatory of Jordan. 
The aims of the Academy arc to 
develop the teaching and diffu¬ 
sion of music culture, to coIIccl 
and preserve Arab music publi¬ 
cations and to foster the produc¬ 
tion and development of Arab 
music and singing. 

Sat. 3 Feb. - The Symphony 
Orchestra of the Royal Jordanian 
Army Band with a selection of 
light Western classics. 

Sun, 4 Feb. - "Fuheis": up and 
coming choir and Arabic band 
who recently visited Iraq, pre- 
Mnung traditional serious Ara¬ 
bic songs. 

Mon. 5 Feb. - French 'Ud 
June) player Mark Loopnyi will 
be joined in this mainly solo rc- 
ciial by Jordanian lutenist and 
Konoun (zither) player. 

Tues. 6 Feb. - "Nagham A1 
?% (Arabian Melodics") of 
“ie Musicians' Association of 
ordan, organisers since 1980 of 
~~ ures music ensembles and 
u?? 15 * n ^ ortJan * 'This cslab- 
rai* ?? U P W *HPerformClassi- 
^ Arabic songs and inslrumen- 

1 F< *- ” Jordanian pia- 
SL® ... composer Patrick 
comrLv* Perform his own 
9 h£ P ? S | Qons ’ mfluenced by Ar- 

ablc styles and images. 


nc iro» YVfiMiw 
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This year’s Marriott employee of the Year ward went to from 
office associate Suzanne Salem, the senior Associate Award 
for ten years of service was given to Oriented cher Haj Anwar. 
Marriott's General Manager Mr Frank Keenan presented tlic 
awards. 


• Under the patronage of His 
Royal Higncss Prince Ra'ad be 
Zaid an art exhibition 
"Jordanian Artists 1990" was 
opened Tuesday 30 January at 
the Spanish Cultural Centre. The 
exhibition features works by 
Princess Wijdan Ali, Diana 
Shamounki, Nawal A1 Abdul¬ 
lah, Sabahat Rashdan, Mukar- 
ram Haghondoqa, Nabila Hil- 
mi, Suha Shoman, Ufemia 
Rizk, Gada Dahdaleh, Namat 
A1 Naser, Margaret Tadros, 
Larisa Najjar, Najwa Annab, 
Yussef Husseini, Keram Ni* 
mir, Jalal Irekat, Abdel Naser 
Odeh, Kamal Kabar, Fouad 
Mimi, Mamoun Debian, You¬ 
sef AI Badawi, Hafez Kassis, 
Jamal Ashour, Khaiid Kreis, 
Abdel Raouf Shamoun and 
Mahmoud Taha. 

The exhibition will continue 
until 17 February. 

• The annual general meeting 
of the A1 Hussein Society for the 


Rehabilitation of the Physically 
handicapped was held on Mon¬ 
day, 29 January. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Majda, Pres¬ 
ident of the- Society gave a run¬ 
down of the society's achieve¬ 
ments during last year. These 
included an increase in the num¬ 
ber of the facilities the society 
offers to the handicapped. At ihc 
end of the meeting a musical 
performance was presented by 
some- of the handicapped chil¬ 
dren. 

Attending the meeting was Jill 
Goddard who held a tea at her 
home for ihe members of the dis¬ 
abled association on Saturday. 

Mrs Goddard gave a talk on 
celebutic riding and its benefits 
to the disabled. She has recently 
attended a course in Washington 
sponsored by Washington cele¬ 
butic riding association. 

Those interested in informa¬ 
tion about the association should 
contact Mrs Patricia Copper at 
Tel. 641569. 



Teacher, teacher, 
who made thee! 

MIXED FEELINGS of disgust, sadness, and anger pervaded 
all other feelings in me when I read abouL the 8-ycar-old child 
who was beaten to death by his teacher in the southern Jordani¬ 
an city of Shoubak last week. 

The crime which cost this innocent child his life was his ina¬ 
bility to answer a mathematical question put to him by his, ob¬ 
viously, frustrated and hateful teacher. 

I find it impossible to believe that Ihc teacher was so con¬ 
cerned with his pupil's understanding of mathematical prob¬ 
lems that he punished him in such a brutal and inhuman man¬ 
ner. 

I believe there is a lot of truth in concluding thru the teacher 
was releasing the collective frustration with his profession on 
this helpless child who could offer no resistance. 

Tlic teacher is not only guihy or ending an innoccnL life but 
also of darkening for ever the image or schools in the minds 
and souls of all the pupils who witnessed the unfortunate event 
or even heard of it. 

Almost equal in guilt is the Ministry of Education which 
docs not provide close supervision of die. educational process 
and possibly never looks into die altitudes of those entrusted 
with the delicate process of "educating" the future generations. 

More than 20 years ago I used to hide behind any pretext in 
order noL to go to school whenever I didn't or, wasn't ahlc to, 
Irnish rny homework. The only thing I could think of then was 
the strong and unmerciful hands of my teacher falling on every 
part of my fragile body. 

1 cannot escape picturing die mother of die "murdered" child 
when she received die news about her son's tragic death. 

I cannot escape imagining the nightmares Iliac haunts all the 
class mates of the unfortunate student. And all of a sudden, 
verses of William Blake’s "Tiger, tiger who made thee?" with 
only the word tiger unconsciously replaced by the word teach¬ 
er," obsessed my thoughts. 

I thoughL that beating students was .something of the past and 
the- law banning this uncivilised act was thoroughly followed. 
Yet it seems wc always have to pay such a terrible price before 
we do any thing right. 

Abddullah Abu Muddein 


Hotel Jordan InterContinental horioured its staff. oT330 in a tra- 

ditioiial New'Year celebration held at the fotel.Tuesday ever 
i ainonai i i a<u » irhaHI rip. vered a soeech 


• rifrinhal New. YearceieDrauuu Ji&iy ' V 

n i nln2 ;l : General Mandgqr McMajeed K-halil deliYetod a speech 

P eb : 'Solo recital by '! j n , vyhich- he- thanked - all employees'‘for their great efforts 
ir - 1 u,enst M “ n|r presented- gifts - : awards fo the staff 


Agenda 


Exhibitions 

• An art exhibit by Alia Amou- 
ra, Nabila Hilmi and Nawal A1 
Abaliat, will be held Wednes¬ 
day 7 February at Abdel Hamid 
Shuman Foundation. The exhibit 
will end 28 February. 

• A photographic exhibition 
featuring works by Brigitte and 
Marc Enguerand. From 4 to 22 
February aL the French Cultural 
Centre. 

Theatre 

• The French Cultural Centre 
presents "Des Clowns" featuring 
gymnasts, acrobats and mimes 
using simples tools and basic 
styles of acting. Directed by Ma¬ 
rio Gonzales and performed by 
Normand Fauteux, Marc Proulx 
and Vincent Rouche. 

Films 

• The French Cultural Centre 
presents the feature film Le 
Sauvage starring Jcan-Paul Rap- 
penau and Yves Montaqd. 
Wednesday 7 February pt 8:00 
pm. 

Concerts 

• Professor Mare Loopuyt will 
give a concert of ud music at the 
RoyalCultural Centre on'Mon¬ 
day 5 February, as part of the ac¬ 
tivities of the National Conserva* 
tory ofMusic . Seeprogrammo - 
on this page. 



Marriott's efforts toward 
a greener Jordan 

FOLLOWING His Majesty 
King Hussein's public appeal to¬ 
ward a greener Jordan by the 
year 2000, Amman Marriott 
hotel's management lias' an¬ 
nounced its intention to be a part 
of this national responsibility. 

The hotel staff have designat¬ 
ed 1 February 1990 as their tree 
planting day when : they will be 
planting several kinds of trees in 
a location to be assigned by. the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

"It is our hope that other com-, 
panics and institutions in Jordan 
will follow the Marriott's exam¬ 
ple and take this.natiorial respon¬ 
sibility seriously,'*: says Mr.i 
Frank Keenan, Marriott's Gener¬ 
al Manager. ; , 

A A - 

Sight & Sound Centre has . 
announced a 1 new English-: 
language study courses. Regis-, 
nation, will pnd3 FebrqarV.v&V' 1 
co-operation with Apple Com¬ 
puter Company; die Centre has 
set- up sepctal courses Qn desk- r 
top publishing arid Graphics soft- 
ware. • 
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Programmes of Jordan Television from 3 to 9 February 


ENGLISH PROGRAMME 
SATURDAY 

8:30 • Annie McGuire: "The Fer¬ 
ry''. Annie is bored to rears as site 
plays dutiful wife while Nick wines 
aiui diner, a possible new business 
client, Hurt Ilolinhy, ami his (cmly 
slightly) Ijciter half Phyllis. Annie is 
uni happy to discover lit hi Nick's 
contract negotiations have Iven ex¬ 
tended. 

9:00 - Spot light, 

9:30 - Classical mask. 

10:00 • News In English, 

10:20 - Feature Film: White Muinu. 
Starring lleitc Davis, Ernest Ibirdcn. 
The in it uni table Davis is a jwior 
widow forced to lake in a young 
black !itrcel thief In make ends inecl. 
he tie's “White Mama' barks out or¬ 
ders, only to make an ulvmt face mill 
to lake orders when die going gels 
lough. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 - Who's The I loss: In this epi¬ 
sode Sam am ha deimmsirnivs true 
self discipline, „ in the face of trage¬ 
dy. 

9:10 - Document uiy; .Space Flight 
(Episode '21 Tlic wings of Mercury. 
Man's invasion of •mtcfsp.icc: In the 
50s an-1 (ifIs, ihe Soviets look the 
lead with SPUTNIK I .uni (lien with 
Gagarin as first man m walk in 
'pace.. 

10:110 - News In English. 

10:20 - (iiurtic, Set Sc Mutch (Epi¬ 
sode 1(>): Hern.ird Samson has jusi 
five days in Mc.siru City to succeed 
in turning' KGB Major l-ricli 
Sliimcs arvl convince London that 
he liitnsclf is nut working fur the 
Russians. 

MONDAY 

8:30 - Empty Nest; 'Harry Snubs 
Lavcmc': A story of pride and preju¬ 
dice.. (hat ends well. 

9:10 ■ Kane and Abel: The conflict 
between Kane and Abel intensifies 
still further when coincidence brings 
together Kane's son, Richard 
(Byrd), and Abel's daughter, Florcn- 
lyna (Ms McNeil). Having tempo¬ 
rarily changed her name to gain 
work experience outside her father's 
domain, Florenlyna meets Richard 
and, before they discover each oth¬ 
er’s true identity, they fall in love. 
10:00 - News In English. 

10:20 - Midnight Caller. 

TUESDAY 

8:30 - Mr. Belvedere: Another 
chapter of the British butler's me¬ 
moirs and experience in an Ameri¬ 
can home. 

9:10 - Drama; Mother Love (Pan 
II): In this second part, events fol¬ 
low in rapid succession. 

10:00 - News In English. 

10:20 - Hunter; Hunter and McCall 
tackle a fierce gang of drugs. 

WEDNESDAY 

8:30 The Nutt House; A Night At 
The Reunion: A very touchy story of 
reunion involving Mr TargEnton... 
and a lesson tu be leami. 

9; 10 - Documentary Animals In 
War: Even before Hannibal led die 
elephants over the Alps, uninials 
played an enormously important role 
in mans buttles. Animals in Warfare 
investigates Ihe use of animals by 
m«it - not just as courageous con¬ 
scripts, but also as the frontline vic¬ 
tims of the shocking warfare experi¬ 
ments used to further man's pie- 
occupation with developing more ef¬ 
ficient ways In kill himself 
10:00 - News in English. 

10:20 - Hemingway (Episode \y 
An 8-hour television production 
starring Stacy Kcach as Heming¬ 
way. The series is based on Ihe biog- 
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First A mong Equals, Friday 10:20. 

rnphy hy Cur Ins Maker and the script s 
by Bernhard Sinkel. the series j>ir- ( 
trays the umiuliinni.s life uf ihe Nu- j 
hie Prize winning American author, I 
who Ivgan his career in Pur is us a i 
i item her of tin- "Ijost Generation" * 
and whir spent iiiu.it of his adult life * 
in [:uru|K'. t 

THURSDAY 

J 

8:30 - A Different World: A very 
cheerful and joyful parly organised ( 

by three students. t 

9:10 • Basketball. j 

10:00 - News in English. I 

10:20 - Movie of the week: Disaster * 
on the Coast liner. .Starring, Loydc ’ 
Bridges, Raymond Blaine. A former 
railway engineer, who’s wife and 1 

children were killed in a railway dis¬ 
aster hijacks the express train be- ‘ 
tween San Franscico and Los An- c 

B elcs with 700 passengers on board, t 

[e wants to prove that the disaster s 

was no accident. t 


will they manage. 

6:15 ■ L'Ecole des funs: A pro¬ 
gramme for children by Jacques 
Martin. This week is dedicated for 
third age group. 

7:0ft - News In French. 

7:15 - Aujnurd'hui en France: A 
cultural magazine about die latest 
events in France daily life, 

MONDAY 

6:00 - Nick, Chasseur de tetes: A 
drama series “Eva for ever". Eva is 
back from New York and Nick's 
feelings for her are as deep as ever. 
7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - The weekly sport magazine. 


FRIDAY 

8:30 Coach: A story of eternal con¬ 
flict between father and daughter, 
handled beautifully. 

9:10 • thirtysomething; "First Day/ 
Last Day” - Michael and Elliot re¬ 
live their past in flashback as they 
go through the tortuous business of 
closing down their company. Begin¬ 
ning in 1982 when they first meet 
while working for a largo ad agency, 
their relationship and eventual deci¬ 
sion to start their own company is 
chronicled in many scenes through¬ 
out the episode. 

10:00 - News In English. 

10:20 - First Among Equals (Epi¬ 
sode 6): "The Tory Party would nev¬ 
er elect a woman to lead them. But 
the new member or Pucklcbridgc 
lakes a directly opposite view. 

FRENCH PROGRAMME 

SATURDAY 

5:30-ta Monde Est-a -vous 90: va¬ 
riety programme presented by 
Jacques Martin. Guest of honour: 
Chillies Aznavour, Carmel and 
many oltiers. 

7:00 • News in french. 

7:15 - SiiuvBgc el beau a documen¬ 
tary about animals and their lire. 

SUNDAY 

5:50 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A comedy 
series. Fathom and son try to manage 
during the absence of their; servant 


TUESDAY 

5:40 - Luclfer/6 A programme for 
children. 

6:10 - Des chlffres et des lettres a 
game show. 

5 : X ‘ L' a PP art £7 a comedy series. 
7:00 - News in French. 

7:15 - Aujourd'hul en Jordanle a 
local magazine by Saleh Madi. 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 - Quand La Chine 

S evelllera/3: A documentary in 
this episode looking at the different 
aspects of the Chinese revolution 
lead by the late Chinese President 
Mao. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7:15 - French varletes. 

THURSDAY 

6:00 - Tel Pere Tel Fils: A comedy 
series. * 

6:30 - La chance aux chansons: A 
vanciy programme by Pascal Sov¬ 
ran. 

7:00 - News In French. 

7.15 • Contact: A documentary 
magazine. 1 

FRIDAY 

5:00 - Des Chllfres et des Lettres a 
gflmc show. 1 res a 

52 * A '■agabonds de la Bas- 

A telefilm of advonturcs four 
children full of curiosity about the 
dramatic avents of July, I 7 gg m(i 
■toy** in ih, oT^I 

H, 8 *? In French. 

7.15 - Muskobus: A documentary 
about a certain Pierre NblSS 

sbang^ music in a very 

7*23«Modulations Doounicntary 






Brian de Palma 

Success streak 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Brian de Polina is a film director who defies 
legorising. In his early career, he seemed pegged as n maker of jm 
pense films with more limn n touch of horror: "Sisters". "Ohsenlw 
Tarriu", "Dressed to Kill", "Blow (Jut". "Body Double". n ’ 

Then de Pnlma direct- _ 

cd a pair of gungstcr fea¬ 
tures: "Scarface" and tlic 7J;; r 

smash hit, 'Tlic Uu- " \ 

touchables", which won \ 

Sean Connery an Acade- \ 

my Award. / 

Now the dircctortnck- (ffi 

les the Vietnam War k P 

with a searing battlefield W.’ -- %. • 

drama starring Sean •• 

Penn and Michael J. j ■ ' 

Fox. It was a problem ‘ • 

picture that was devcl- * v jjwrj 
oped and then rejected \.\ •■•.- aBff a; \ 

by Paramount Pictures. \\ '\ = 

Columbia Pictures' boss .. \ \ \ 

Dawn Steel decided to . \\ l jijy / 

For yet another change >;» it aBwiy/ /■/ 

of genre, de Palma next 

tackles the Tom Wolfe novel of greed and injustice in New York City, 
"Bonfire of the V anilics." 

Q: Do directors get typed like actors? 

A: Well, 1 thought you could learn a lot making Mtsjensc pictures.In 
suspense pictures you have to tell stories purely with pictures, nol 
relying on dialogue and character as much as suit of building sequenc¬ 
es that are emotionally suspense fill to the audit-me. Su it's a great 
training ground to learn all sorts of visual grammar that yuu can uk 
later in your career for other tyjws * «f simics. But I became very good 
at it and consequently was typed ns Uu- "new 1 lilchcuck, the master of 
the macabre," whatever you wnm to call it. 

Q: Was it hard to make a break out of suspense? 

A: Well, not really. All you have to ih■ is make a very successful pic¬ 
ture in a different genru. Anil I started to make kind of successful 
gangster pictures like "Scarface" ami 'The Uiiuuk. halites'. ami those 
have been my most successful pictures. So I gnesK by ihe wider audi¬ 
ence I'm known more by those pictures than my earlier suspense pic¬ 
ture. 1 

Q: Scarface" kind of had mixed reaction :, would you ray? 

A: Well, maybe because the in tensity, the violence, die whule world of 
cocaine kingpins which I Tell was very aci urate, at the lime and which 
I felt was a very good script written hy Oliver Slone. But at the time I 
think it was rather shocking. 1 don't think now people would be a 
shocked by it because it's on TV every week on "Miami Vice". 

S : There was no question nhotit 'The Untouchables", [t went through 
c roof and got an Oscar for Scan Connery. Dili it feel comfortable to 
you going in? 

A: Well, again it had a fine script hy David Mantel and n groat charac¬ 
ter that Sean played and some fabulous dialogue nnd a classical west¬ 
ern type of situation which hadn't lieen seen for quite awhile. And it 
gave me a chance to work on kind of un epic scale. 

Q: Was the inception of "Casualties of War", 'The New Yorker 
piece? 

A: Yes, I read it in 1969 and was impressed hy the tragic andheart- 
rendenng story of what happened to u specific squad during this P® - 
ticulariy tragic war. I fell it wits like the l«sl story about the Vielnio 
War. It sort of dealt in a microcosm or events that happened to u* 
squad. You could sec what the whole war was ultoul in relationship to 
this little world in which llie squad moved. .. 

It was very tragic and very moving hi I tried to get control oI» 
then, but it whs bought and ucvcIojhxI liy someone else. In fact IfW 
into Jimmy Woods at a parly a couple of weeks ago and ho told me* 
had auditioned for the chnrnclcr of Erickson back in 1970. So lh»« 
obviously a project that people wanted to do. Hut as with a lot of Vid- 
nam movies, they sort of look like Uioy're going to gel made and m 
something falls apart at tho ninth hour. And this happened so many 
Hjfs “So. decades really. And I was aisle to get it developed 
1 55 Untouchables" success nt Paramount. . . .. 

We got David Rabc to write Lho script, nnd Art Linson, who h®* 
ong relationship with Scan Penn, got interested in it. Sean read 
script and wanted to do. it I had talked to Michael J. Fox abouioj^ 
projects, and ho knew I was developing this script. He read it and 

wanted to play the part of Erickson. , ' ^ 

fL.£ P % 0 . larl y “^venturesome for Michael to do apart in»“J 
start? *’ ° ld ”* have my m > 5 £vings? Was lie eager to do U from- 

1 he t w “ to do it from the start. I thought it was g 
portant to have Michael bring his particular audience of -■ 
eStl 'S’K? h,n over years in his television series, ■ Jf'WjS' 
who have no1 had direct experience with Iho Vjjfi 
ZZZZ d, uT- 1 growU P w »dt it as I did. 1 wanted to haveIhonj^W 
u,, ^ os ‘ d’is particular aspect of the war. And.^rS 

SS US . Ulh 1 erent integrity and innocence that works very ^ ^ 
character. • - : 

KLhJ'J. 1116 only possible choice to shoot "Gasd“^; -; 

Wtf ? did you look at other places? 
m£°* w ° rld - Wo w en l *o Au«lr«fcL|WSH 

Ke woriH* WlH?' 1 finally decided that this pafucular^^ 
K. ™ d " SouUl Thailandwas the place that looked gg; 
c a ! or . T ' T 0U cou ^ j 1181 8° to the east ono hour ip a id an® 

- h- ako wanUJ d to see Jhc great beauty of the fcoimtfy 
A* T w 'u Cr ° feelings and activities during ihe war? 

SL 7 s -. 9 ? 3 ! a .'»W tying to get out of the draft X 
'■ said T beginning, so I got ariotfc. &dfO 

liiai ,«**** WWdt I did but 1 bclieVb me, $ wasn’t 
inaigjtniqtout.:s. , .. 
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™! nd “ .675888/9 

Air Lanka .655377/651799 

Allnalia. 625203 

American Airlinca.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Australian Airline.637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

BnUih Airways.641430 

Umese Atrlmcs. 637380 

Cathey Pacific.624363 

Air. 630011 

Brnnajes Airlines.662141/678321 

[““A*.653606/656616 

Havanan Airlines.639295 

toena ..637827/644036 

__Airways. 628596/628598 

AaUnes .630879 


.KHJtr/9 

5' UM .622175 

jotean Airlines.. 676624/662236 

Kuwaiu Airlines. 630144 

Ubyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

fcS hlu y ia . 601744 

Jjwaysian Airline.639575/653446 

. 636104 

ptf m P lc . 630125/638433 

SS,.--.-. 625981 

jmUippina Airlines.670155 

S h Airlines...;. 625981 

fcrr"" 641430/655447 
JT 1 Jordanian... 637380/667028 
Belgian Airlines. 675888 

^"dmavian Airlines ....604649 

ami iapore Airlines. 676177 

Cu- 8 ",Airlines. 662111 

fe^ (a S.A.).642943 

1- 604649 




Cultural centres 

Cinemas J 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

Concord. 

Rainbow. 

. 677420 

. 625155 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Opera.. 

Plaza. 

. 675573 

. 674111 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 644203 
Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City. 667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.WM.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library.637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library.... 834555 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum. 675571 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.667181 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club.. 736572 

Royal Chess Chib. 673713 



mm 


. 668958 

Al-Jabal . 

.606669 

Kada . 

665161/665153 


.813554 


.639197/8 


. 816792 


. 605501 


. 672424 


. 639861 


.771707 

Satcliic. 

.625767/621471 


. 604904 


. 671931 


. 673312 

Al-Waha . 

. 674105 

Abu Dcggc. 

.644642/644906 

1 Amin Jarrar (Avis). 670498 


. 666327 


.641350 


.08/51000 


.604230 


. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 


.601350/80 

General Services 

.674100 

riiiir . 

. 660902 

1 -1 


TTha 



SStjSEl 


Algeria.213 

Argentina.54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia.61 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 

Belgium. 32 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 e 

Brazil.* 53 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazilla 61 

Bulgaria... 

Sofia 2 

Canada.. 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile.-. 56 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus.-. 3S ' 

Nicosia 21 _ - 

Czechoslovakia...:. 4 * 

Prague 2 

Denmark... 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador..... 

Egypt.... M 

Eire...............- 353 

Dtibjih 1 •«. ‘ •’ 

21 -.S' 1 • !q5S 

Finland.... 


Amman 

Philadelphia.663100 

Marriott. 660100 

Regency .660000 

Jerusalem .665094 

Intercontinental. 641361 

Ambassador. 665186 

Commodors .665181 

Middle East. 667150 

Grand Palace...661121 

Tychc .661114 

International. 841712 

San Rock. 813801 

Alia Gateway.(08) 51000 

Amra . 815071 

Pinza .674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday .2426 

Al-Manur...,. 4341 

Al-Cuzai... 4131 

Coral Beach .3521 

Aqunmurina ..4333 

Aqaba ..2056 


Emergencies 

Amman govemoratc..91228 

Amman Civil Defence.,.198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept..661111 

Ambulance..193,775111 

Amman fire bridgade....198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce..630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters. 63914) 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia AirporL.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Malcmithy.644281/6 

Aklcli Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Mnicmily... 642362 

Mallins, J. Amman.636141 

Palestine, Slmicisoni.664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muoshcr Hospital.667227/9 

Hie Islamic, Abdali.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Ahdali. 66-1164/6 

Italian-Al-Muhajrccn.777101 /J 

A1 -Bashir, Aslirafieh....775111/26 

Army, Marka.891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Amal Hnspit.il. 674155 

General 

Jordnn Television.77311/19 

Radio Jordan...774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

I [old complaints. 605800 

Price complaints. 661176 

Telephone Information.121 

Jordan nnd Middle East calls... It) 
Repair service.623101 


Editorial & advertising telephone 
number: 648298 

Distribution: Jordan Distribution 
Agency, telephone: 630191 


[7 . • vi^eis;ihkio v .-‘ t ^ 

iQ«een Alia Airport (08)53200 : , 


Paris 1 

Germany W(FRG).49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

India. 91 

Banglore 812 
New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 

And all cities with area codes be- 
ginalng with 1 , 2 ^,4^,6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia. 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.39 

Rome 6 

Iraq..964 

Baghdad 1 

.. 81 

KenyS^. 3 ..... 254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait... ?65 

Korea. 

Seoul? 

Libya. 218 

Tripoli 21 ■■ 

Lebanon. 701 

Beiruti 

Malaysia......... ; w 

KuaULurilpur ; 3 • 

Mexicb:....,:............................52 

Fez6 . •/•■1 -. 

‘Rabat? ^ 

ffeaiherlands.. 31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen.967 

A1 Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria..234 

Lagos 1 

Norway.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman.968 

Pakistan. 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 




j‘.3l 


Asuncion 54 

Peru... 

Lima 14 

Philippines.. 

Manila 2 

Poland... 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar. 

Romania... 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia. 

Al-khobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
.Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecoa2 
Riyadh 1 
Spabl... 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid! 


.. 974 

.J...40 

.966 


...........I... 34 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and. Jcrash 
(4thto 18thcenturies).The Roman 
Theatre, Amman.Opening hours: 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round. Tel 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Iordan. Jabal Al- 
Qal’a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 ajn - 5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem- 
poraiy Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19th century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Wclbdeh. Hours 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Closed^Tuesdays.Tel. 630128. 


St. Joseph Church: (RomanCath¬ 
olic) Jabal Amman.Tcl. 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Cutliolic) Jabal Welbdeh, 
Tel. 637440. 

De lu.Salle Church: (RomonCath- 
olic) Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 

Turru.su nta Church: (Roman 
Cutliolic), Jabal Wclbdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali. Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 
Amman, Tel. 625383. 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrjfich.Tcl. 775261. 

St. Kphriiint Church: (Syrian 
Orthodox) Ashraficlt. Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School in 
Shmcisani, Tel. 827981 

Church of the Good Sltephered; 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
SummaqTel. 811295. 


MarbeUa 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka.... 94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan. 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria. 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.... 886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand....66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.. 216 

Tunis l 

Turkey..90 

Ankara 41 
Istanbul 1 

UAE......971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
A j mart 6 
A1 Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 1 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras al Khabnah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwaln 6 

UK.....:. 44 

London! 

Uruguay..........................598 

Montevideo 2 

USA..... 1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 . 1 = 

: ussr:...-!.».;.... * 

Moscow 095; 

Venezuela.....i,-- 
, Cartidas 2' 

■ Yugoilavse..-.-38 


TttP S*TA D 91 

























































































































































Crossword Puzzle 




ACROSS 



1 Turk, lilies 
5 Style 
10 Hll noisily 

14 Pueblo tribe 

15 Oahu parch 

16 Big cal 

17 Retired 
16 Improve 

IS Bakory worker 
20 Profile 
22 Diner 

24 Describe 

25 Skilled 

26 Interrupt 

29 Brlmless hai 
31 Behave 
34 Does penance 

36 Sheer 

37 "La Coq 

38 Nibble 

39 01 ancient 
Troy 

41 Lika It 


42 Edibla tuber 

43 Yemen city 

44 Tapared 
structures 

46 Ruae. chess 
master 

47 Turndown 

49 Playwright 
Clifford 

50 Lawyer: abbr. 

51 Eng. river 

53 The - did II 
56 Obliquely 
80 Spoken 
61 Treat badly 

63 — facto 

64 Tra — 

65 Pottery 
Ingredient 

66 Row of aeats 

67 Friend 

68 Wails 

69 Dear 


■am am 
■aa aama 
■■■■a anal 


aaaaaa aimiaa 


Solution 


1 Triumph 

31 Revere 

Bounds 

32 Hailey’e — 

2 Arid section 

33 Look of 

3 Imllalad 

hair 

4 Secondary Job 

35 Divert 

5 Title 

40 Aaaeaa 

6 Bemoan 

41 Take one'e 

7 Over 

part 

6 — Mateo 

43 Pokar money 

9 Multonchopa 

45 Opening 

10 Malice 

11 Clare 

46 Dried grape 
SO Calm leers 

Boothe — 

52 Concopts 

12 USA word: 

53 Qeucho'a 

abbr. 

weapon 

13 Peter, Paul 

54 Ruse, river 

and — 


21 Climber 

23 On Ihe safe 
side 

26 Bluish green 

55 Lanky 

56 Certain 

57 Bemoan 

26 Henry — 

port 

KB 


27 NY city 

28 Entirety 

30 Think 

1 ITDI 

69 Typo 

62 Quilting — 


uuuu uuuuu uuuu 

UUUU UUUUU UUUU 
UUEJU feJULIUU UUUU 
UUUUUUUfc] uuuuuu 
r uuuu uuuu 
UUUULJ uuuuu uuu 

UtIUUCJU UEJLJU UUU 

uuuu uuuuu uuuu 

uuu UUUU IdUUUUU 
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uuuu uuuuu 

UUEJUUfcl LUtlULltlLiUU 
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ULUL1EJ UUUUU UUUU 
LUUUfcl UUUUU “EiHri 
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Sports Hall of Shame 


by Nash & Zullo 








13*£w* IM4, THE 
ANC> BxlDt^R^sfw^ 0 STROKE 


, Meduna v Nogueiraa, Cuba 
1984. Black ito move) has a 
dominant position. Queen, 
two bWhops and knight all 
“‘tnwxj tttie white king, while 
Whiter queen -Is limited to 
■passive defence. It’s a classic 
formation for a winning 
attack; (how did Black force 
u quick surrender? 


Chess solution 

p? 'WJf—tf f /| uo ijS 

f IJf-d f JJSf —V b *1 m rfvo 
OQ—lX ffXrf * Ifxxg i ' 


JEANE DIXON’S 






ARIES (21 March - 19 April): Do not hIIow other people's opinions in 
sway you. Entertaining will open up new social avenues. Your concerns 
are unfounded. Listen to your mate. Acting impulsively could prove cosi 
ly. Surpnses that come from out of the blue thrill you. Romance finance 
and housing mailers enjoy favourable influences. If you have an inventive 
mind, use it. Suggest ways to Teduce overhead costs. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Your popularity grows. Reach out to 
someone who appears to be slipping away. Luck is with those forced in 
ic-arrangelheir schedules. Take advantage of an introduction. Wrap vour 
holiday gifts. It is not enough to make plans. Take prompt action to see 
that your retentions are carried out. Stress safety. A former link should be 
restored. A cash bonus is a real possibility. 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): A romantic breakup is only temporary 
Share your predicament with a family member. A misunderstanding b£ 
hveen parent and child can be quickly cleared up. Speak from the heart. 
Pursue a dream. Having key associates willing to pull in the same dire* 
uon is a major asset. Point out the financial rewards of teamwork Call 
home regularly when traveling. Reassure your loved ones. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Charitable work pays rich dividends. En- 
*>y the company of an old friend and leave household chores until another 
day. An athletic victory is a pleasant surprise for you and your partner. An 
aggressive approach wins the approval of a co-worker who shares your 
ideals. Consolidate talk and seek help in paying them off. The peace of 
mind will be wonderful. A child reveals a secret. 

LEO (23 July - 22 Aug.): Travel is invigorating and could set the stase 

£ a J Coum y0ur blessin « sl activities 

hamiSJ un ?9 rtant y y QUr mate or children will lead to greater domestic 
“ newconlcr m, l“ « effective 

The “ lter J ec . t . a ““ of fear mio negotiations. Ignore all threat 

The facts are on your side. Romantic ties deepen. 

TflJre^cliarM Roman^h? 6 * 51 ’^’ fonds need better management 

Consider ^ b,05SOms Wllh someone who shares your hobby. 

2,1? y T h0mc in licu of Tnovin 8- Yourpoweis 
bklww!if r B buSmeSS goal sooner lhan thoughtpossi- 

your e^entgX ° n ^ R ° manCC is ^ "»* *■ ft* 

^ ^ ou malre a discovery that could bring you 
S2 rv OSer -' S,dcsl0 P a re quest you cannot fulfil satisfactorily, 

rest. Disruptions can be turned to your advantage. Be quick to 

EW" e .,l£ )Idcn °PP° rlunit y when it appears. A once-in-a-lifetimc of* 
t£n?d5 advSiteg'e! ^ ****** # fino endbg - Can ta 

up rapidly^ Make^hnnsf ■ ^l^' ^j*y hand-to-get and romance will heat 

ihefr''Sts' forV"g^cl^ExtT- f T ds ™ wi,, * g 10 ,end 

mind. The necessity of talSS „ E - c,cars * c cobwebs from your 
you. Whenever nosribl&^h^th 101 ?* ser ? ous approach is pointed out io 

visit plants a see5that will the ° bve branc!l at home - A phtme call or 
H seea mat wlU blossom into something wonderful. 

^ ^ ov - • Dec.): Don't get involved in others' finan- 
could lead you to act out of character. An as- 
nine at ldeas could prove loo expensive. Spend the eve- 

aSBO!* P T' css ? iU win y° u exLra benefits this week. A 
saves a mm»mV U10n works out fine. Encourage a new love. Your dry wit 
saves a romantic encounter from disaster. Play it cool. 

^ Dec- -19 Jan.): Stop worrying about what others think 

SL525.iT sp ^ ial mterests - Famil y mem b« s need more of y our 

work aS £2, h ? e been gc ^ g re cendv. Strike a better balance between 
: ° „ your distance until the boss has all the facts regaid- 

SfssIhl^R? rnatler - 1 Restore an old relationship. A cash bonus is 

possible. Be totally honest with a loved one. 

fing^iheni of/ Sne^ if Fel ? : Tend . t0 b° me repairs. You will re pet put- 
slipping awav fScr w° TC h0UrS i Wltb your Sowing offspring. Time is 
friends 8 Do nni you Wrile h °l‘day letters to overseas 

great weight with a JnSr &i ^ nd to ex Ploil you. Your words cany 
ingi= JelighlfulwhOT JSSgSS““ l0 ° kS P romisin «- EnlCrU! ”’ 

PISCES (19 Feb. - 20 March): You derive fresh hope from a sermon. If 

Sii?fi’ a° U wU l be ® x P ecle d to do so again: Put your foot down. 
wXnX^ ttSlf whc "y°« 9 u 't searching so hard. A new friendship 
lost £^S&Sn!^ W 1086 ^y unless something that his been 
to nrotect Jm ' ^ and ^ e business and financial documents with peat c?re 

CHILD is fun-loving, optimistic and honest to a fault-ij 
Of nnnffi ■ d S cando S can cause unintentional wounds. This child's habit 

--ass 


mystery especially 


22 THE STAR 


I r 



u 


11 

Fop aecT^iciANj' whq'vf to<r 

THF1P .fPAP/e AMP clock- I 

AtAhERJ WHO APF Filing / 

W&$P V 


1VF Pfapfp O^J X'Lu Loop FoftftytiAcLB 

MY ^PFClALTY, CupEf Fop AFcHiTFCT^ 

£/?NiE..X’M WITH falling A PchEf.. 


■ Fop Postal iNop^tp? 
who APE OUT OF 
\ SopTS . ■ 


C 


■(^P C^4 


o 






J£ 


k / /O / is. ■—m 






guT WHAT X'AI GOi/vg 
A 8°UT YOU? To Join 
\ nrCf'\ THP APMY 




• ■ AND TREAT 
50LPIFFF WHO ARE 
ILL-AT-EA5E. 

ohm 


, »H A IM Ii. j|| I It % ru • .11 




Tn^VFi” 3-2? 


OKAY MAMlCT / 60 
OK tAILBOAP HAS 
HIITEP TWO 8UYS TO 
MAKE LUTE JECCC 
JAMCS AN' BlLLV BA 
KIP IN A VKONtV 
s. HOLDUP ' 

7 60 WHAI ? 






^ * RAILROAD CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION. 

aw ROBIN agree to articipate w a mock 

W r, IE OLD LOCO.WQTIVE THAT *ADE TllE ElflST 

Run in iBnii but. in tog plat of am ex-shake- 

3PC4RJAN ACTOR TURNED CROOK.... 

Ill 






mm 


sp ip 


Uri 



^2milE 1W IMG MAIL CAR 


REMEMBER. ' 
BATMAN. THIS 
TRAIN'ROBBERY' 
MAY NOT BE 

RKAL. But that 
Silver Bullion 
is ' better ksbr 
am eyb on ir ! 


P. ! * *«OMRANIMENT of 

recicp^ u . l !t 6 / NP Rumbling 
rVEGGEG. THE TIRED OiD IOCO 
WUSBMfi ANp CHUGS 

cross-country i 



C3l6H OH KISIN6 LAND OVERLOOKING THE PRAIRIE ... 


HERE COMES THE 
TRAIN NOW ? THE 
NEWSREEL MEN . 

IDE uvtiMA UVl 


JESSE JAMES AND BlLLV THE KlP 
RlDC AGAIN —BY COURTESY OS 
THE RAILROAD'HA. 1 HA .'WELL, 
LET'S GO INTO CX1R ACT / 










































































